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SYNOPSIS

When the animals say starfish can’t ride bikes, Starfish has news for them: it’s the bike that can’t be ridden. 
Can they make the perfect bike, and will it be enough to get Starfish pedalling? 
A bold and original take on accessibility with a twist you won’t see coming. 

Copyright © Larrikin House. 
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Teacher's Resources

KEY CURRICULUM LINKS

Learning Areas:
English: 
Foundation: ACELA1439, ACELT1580, ACELT1570, ACELY1646,
ACELT1575. 
Years 1&2: ACELT1585, ACELT1582, ACELT1581.

HPE: 
Foundation:  ACPPS001, ACPPS003, ACPPS004, ACPPS005, ACPPS006. 
Years 1&2: ACPPS015, ACPPS017, ACPPS018, ACPPS019, ACPPS020,
ACPPS022.

General Capabilities:
Personal and Social Capability
Ethical Understanding

 

USING THESE NOTES

These teachers notes and suggested activities have been organised under the Australian Curriculum and are
based on themes explored in the story, Starfish Can’t Ride Bikes. These notes are best suited to years F to 2.
Further resources and activities are available from larrikinhouse.com.au

Stories with Humour & Heart

http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1580
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1579
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELY1646
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELY1646
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACPPS001
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/general-capabilities/personal-and-social-capability/


ACTIVITIES

BEFORE READING 

Questions to ask:
1.  What do you think this story might be about?
2. Can you point out the following features of the book? 

 (Spine, title, illustration, front page, back page, blurb, end
papers).
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AFTER READING

Questions to ask:

1.  What did you enjoy most about the story?
2. What did you like about the main character? Why?

 (ACELY1646) (ACELT1581)
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DURING READING

Questions to ask:
1.  Have you heard about differences?
2. What do you know about the word disability?
3. Have you ever thought about what differences you might have to others?
4. If you knew someone with a difference or a disability, how might you be able to be a good

friend to them?
5. Have you or someone in your family ever experienced things similar to the character in the

story?
6. Why do you think working together and listening to friends is important?
7. Can you make any connections to the story so far? 

 (ACELT1575) (ACELY1646) (ACELT1582) (ACPPS020) (ACPPS004)
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SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES:
                                                  
1. Cloze passages: Choose a section of text and omit words. Students to fill in the blanks.
Curriculum Links: (ACELA1435) (ACELA1434) (ACELA1786) (ACELY1650) (ACELA1447) (ACELA1448)

2. Types of Differences: Students draw some of differences that Starfish has, as explored in the story.
Curriculum Links: (ACELT1783) (ACAMAM054) (ACAMAM056) (ACAVAM108) (ACTDEP007) (ACELA1586) 

3. Word Search: Create a word search using words from the text. 
Curriculum links: (ACAMAM054) (ACAMAM056) (ACELY1663) (ACELA1586) (ACTDEP007) (ACELY1653)

4. Retell Activities: 
a. Create a table with the following headings: Setting (Where?) - Characters (Who?) - Problem (What?) - 1.
In the beginning - 2. Next - 3. Then - 4. Finally - 5. Solution - 6. Lastly. Ask students to write or draw the
order of events in the story. 

b. Write short sentences which retell the story and jumble them up. Ask students to put them in the correct
order. 

Curriculum Links: (ACELT1578) (ACAMAM054) (ACAMAM056) (ACELY1663) (ACELA1586) (ACTDEP007) 

5. Acrostic Poem: Students write an acrostic poem based on the word Starfish.
Curriculum Links: (ACELY1651) (ACAMAM056) 

6. Write a blurb: Explore the existing blurb on the back cover. Explain the purpose of the blurb to the students
and ask them to create their own blurb.
Curriculum Links: (ACELY1651) (ACELA1586)

7. Information Poster: Students create a poster showing characters working together to solve a problem. They
could base it on a problem they have had to solve with friends. Use speech bubbles for conversation, like those
in the book.
Curriculum Links: (ACAMAM054) (ACELT1581) (ACELT1582) (ACHASSI001) (ACHASSI002) (ACHASSI003)

8. Inclusion: Making connections: Ask students to think of what it might be like to live with a difference or a
disability and create a drawing or write a short paragraph that shows understanding.
Curriculum Links: (ACELT1578) (ACELT1580) (ACELT1831) (ACELY1651) (ACAMAM054) (ACAMAM056)
(ACTDEP007) (ACTDEK004) (ACHASSI001) (ACHASSI002)

9. Cycling Day: Students engage in a cycling day such as National Ride2School Day, ensuring everyone can
be included. A bike parade could be a fun way to show all the different bikes.
Curriculum Links: (AC9HP2M01) (AC9HP2M03) (AC9HP2M04) (AC9HP2M05)

10. Character Investigation: Create a character investigation page. Draw one of the characters from the story
and think about what type of things they might like to do. What might their favourite food be? What tricks do
they like to do on their bike? 
Curriculum Links: (ACELY1651) (ACAMAM056)
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https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/health-and-physical-education/foundation-year_year-1_year-2/content-description?subject-identifier=HPEHPEY12&content-description-code=AC9HP2M01&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/health-and-physical-education/foundation-year_year-1_year-2/content-description?subject-identifier=HPEHPEY12&content-description-code=AC9HP2M03&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/health-and-physical-education/foundation-year_year-1_year-2/content-description?subject-identifier=HPEHPEY12&content-description-code=AC9HP2M04&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/health-and-physical-education/foundation-year_year-1_year-2/content-description?subject-identifier=HPEHPEY12&content-description-code=AC9HP2M05&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick


FURTHER INFORMATION & RESOURCES:

Jess Horn Instagram: instagram.com/jesshornauthor
Jess Horn Website: jesshornauthor.com
Mo Davey Instagram: instagram.com/ramonaofjersey
Mo Davey Website: ramonadavey.com

ISBN: 
9781923345386 (Hardback) 

https://beyou.edu.au/fact-sheets/social-and-emotional-learning
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/resources/student-diversity/meeting-the-needs-of-students-with-
a-disability/
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To order copies of this title visit: www.larrikinhouse.com.au

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Jess Horn is a former speech pathologist whose books celebrate
imagination, inclusivity and diversity. 
Her CBCA Notable debut picture book, Bernie Thinks in Boxes, was
selected for the 2025 Victorian Government Prep Bags. 
Like Starfish, Jess believes accessibility is a right, not a privilege, and
she’s passionate about creating stories where every child feels
welcomed. 

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR

Mo Davey is an author & illustrator of children’s books based in
Sydney. 
Her first children’s book I Am Tree Rex! was a notable in the CBCA
Early Childhood Category 2025. 
As an experienced primary teacher and art teacher, she loves
inspiring children to draw their own funny characters with lots of
expression. 
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