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SYNOPSIS
Every day, in showers or sunshine, Daisy swam precisely 100 laps at her local pool. 
When laidback Frank bombs into The Fast Lane, speedy lapper Daisy is frustrated by his slow strokes. 
Will this fiercely competitive piggy find room in her heart (and her lane) for a dawdling frog? 
A charming, funny picture book for kids with a competitive side. 
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Teacher's Resources

KEY CURRICULUM LINKS
Learning Areas:
The Arts:
Foundation: AC9ADAFE01, AC9ADAFD01
Years 1&2: AC9AVA2E01, AC9AVA2D01, AC9AVA2C01 

English: 
Foundation: AC9EFLE02, AC9EFLA09, AC9EFLA07, AC9EFLA05
Years 1&2: AC9E1LA03, AC9E1LA08

HPE:
Foundation: AC9HPFP02, AC9HPFP03, AC9HPFP04, AC9HPFM01
Years 1&2: AC9HPFP02, AC9HP2M01, AC9HP2M03, AC9HP2M04,
AC9HP2M05

General Capabilities:
Personal & Social Capabilities

USING THESE NOTES
These teachers notes and suggested activities have been organised under the Australian Curriculum
and are based on themes explored in the story, The Fast Lane. Activity sheets are provided for
classroom use and are best suited to years F to 2.
Further resources and activities are available from larrikinhouse.com.au
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https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/english_hass-f-6_dance_drama_media-arts_music_visual-arts_design-and-technologies_digital-technologies/foundation-year/content-description?subject-identifier=ARTDANFY&content-description-code=AC9ADAFE01&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/english_hass-f-6_dance_drama_media-arts_music_visual-arts_design-and-technologies_digital-technologies/foundation-year/content-description?subject-identifier=ARTDANFY&content-description-code=AC9ADAFD01&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/english_hass-f-6_dance_drama_media-arts_music_visual-arts_design-and-technologies_digital-technologies/year-1/content-description?subject-identifier=ARTVISY12&content-description-code=AC9AVA2E01&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&subjects-start-index=ENGENGY1%2CARTVISY12%2CHASHASY1&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/english_hass-f-6_dance_drama_media-arts_music_visual-arts_design-and-technologies_digital-technologies/year-1/content-description?subject-identifier=ARTVISY12&content-description-code=AC9AVA2D01&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&subjects-start-index=ENGENGY1%2CARTVISY12%2CHASHASY1&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/english_hass-f-6_dance_drama_media-arts_music_visual-arts_design-and-technologies_digital-technologies/year-1/content-description?subject-identifier=ARTVISY12&content-description-code=AC9AVA2C01&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&subjects-start-index=ENGENGY1%2CARTVISY12%2CHASHASY1&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/english_hass-f-6_dance_drama_media-arts_music_visual-arts_design-and-technologies_digital-technologies/foundation-year/content-description?subject-identifier=ENGENGFY&content-description-code=AC9EFLE02&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/english_hass-f-6_dance_drama_media-arts_music_visual-arts_design-and-technologies_digital-technologies/foundation-year/content-description?subject-identifier=ENGENGFY&content-description-code=AC9EFLA09&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/english_hass-f-6_dance_drama_media-arts_music_visual-arts_design-and-technologies_digital-technologies/foundation-year/content-description?subject-identifier=ENGENGFY&content-description-code=AC9EFLA07&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/english_hass-f-6_dance_drama_media-arts_music_visual-arts_design-and-technologies_digital-technologies/foundation-year/content-description?subject-identifier=ENGENGFY&content-description-code=AC9EFLA05&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/english_hass-f-6_dance_drama_media-arts_music_visual-arts_design-and-technologies_digital-technologies/year-1/content-description?subject-identifier=ENGENGY1&content-description-code=AC9E1LA03&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&subjects-start-index=ENGENGY1%2CARTVISY12%2CHASHASY1&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/english_hass-f-6_dance_drama_media-arts_music_visual-arts_design-and-technologies_digital-technologies/year-1/content-description?subject-identifier=ENGENGY1&content-description-code=AC9E1LA08&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&subjects-start-index=ENGENGY1%2CARTVISY12%2CHASHASY1&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/health-and-physical-education/foundation-year_year-1_year-2/content-description?subject-identifier=HPEHPEFY&content-description-code=AC9HPFP02&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/health-and-physical-education/foundation-year_year-1_year-2/content-description?subject-identifier=HPEHPEFY&content-description-code=AC9HPFP03&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/health-and-physical-education/foundation-year_year-1_year-2/content-description?subject-identifier=HPEHPEFY&content-description-code=AC9HPFP04&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/health-and-physical-education/foundation-year_year-1_year-2/content-description?subject-identifier=HPEHPEFY&content-description-code=AC9HPFM01&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/health-and-physical-education/foundation-year_year-1_year-2/content-description?subject-identifier=HPEHPEFY&content-description-code=AC9HPFP02&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/health-and-physical-education/foundation-year_year-1_year-2/content-description?subject-identifier=HPEHPEY12&content-description-code=AC9HP2M01&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/health-and-physical-education/foundation-year_year-1_year-2/content-description?subject-identifier=HPEHPEY12&content-description-code=AC9HP2M03&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/health-and-physical-education/foundation-year_year-1_year-2/content-description?subject-identifier=HPEHPEY12&content-description-code=AC9HP2M04&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/health-and-physical-education/foundation-year_year-1_year-2/content-description?subject-identifier=HPEHPEY12&content-description-code=AC9HP2M05&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick


ACTIVITIES

BEFORE READING 

Questions to ask:
1.  What do you think this story might be about?
2. Can you point out the following features of the book? 

 (Spine, title, illustration, front page, back page, blurb, end papers).

DURING READING

Questions to ask:
1.  Have you ever been to a pool?
2. What do you know about swimming in the fast lane?
3. Have you ever swam laps at the pool?
4. Does anyone you know like to swim in the fast lane? How might they do this?
5. What do you think about sharing the fast lane?
6. Do you think Daisy likes sharing the fast lane with Frank?
7. Can you make any connections to the story so far? 

 (ACELT1575) (ACELY1646) (ACELT1582) (ACPPS020) (ACPPS004)
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AFTER READING

Questions to ask:

1.  What did you enjoy most about the story?
2. What did you like about the different characters? Why?
3. Did you learn anything new?

 (ACELY1646) (ACELT1581)
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SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES:
                                                  
1. Cloze passages: Choose a section of text and omit words. Students to fill in the blanks.
Curriculum Links: (ACELA1435) (ACELA1434) (ACELA1786) (ACELY1650) (ACELA1447) (ACELA1448) 

2. Word Search: Create a word search using words from the text. 
Curriculum links: (ACAMAM054) (ACAMAM056) (ACELY1663) (ACELA1586) (ACTDEP007) (ACELY1653)

3. Retell Activities: 
a. Create a table with the following headings: Setting (Where?) - Characters (Who?) - Problem (What?) -
1. In the beginning - 2. Next - 3. Then - 4. Finally - 5. Solution - 6. Lastly. Ask students to write or draw the
order of events in the story. 

b. Write short sentences which retell the story and jumble them up. Ask students to put them in the correct
order. 

Curriculum Links: (ACELT1578) (ACAMAM054) (ACAMAM056) (ACELY1663) (ACELA1586) (ACTDEP007) 

4. Acrostic Poem: Students write an acrostic poem based on Swimming. 
Curriculum Links: (ACELY1651) (ACAMAM056) 

5. Write a blurb: Explore the existing blurb on the back cover. Explain the purpose of the blurb to the
students and ask them to create their own blurb.
Curriculum Links: (ACELY1651) (ACELA1586)

6. Pool Rules Poster: Create a Pool Rules poster for the fast lane from both Daisy and Frank’s
perspectives. Include some other common pool rules. Have a discussion around pool safety. 
Curriculum Links: (AC9HPFP02) (AC9HP2M04) (AC9HP2M05)

7. Pool Day: Head to the local pool for a day of swimming and water play fun.
Curriculum Links: (AC9HP2M01) (AC9HP2M03) (AC9HP2M04) (AC9HP2M05)

8. Character Investigation: Create a character investigation page. Draw one of the characters from the
story and think about what type of things they might like to do. What might their favourite food be? What do
they like to do at the pool? 
Curriculum Links: (ACELY1651) (ACAMAM056)

9. Dress Up Day: Choose a character to dress up as from the story. What items would you need for your
perfect costume?
Curriculum Links: (ACADRM027)

10. Pool Party Picnic: Make or share some food items from the story. Using a recipe, learn all about
procedures!
Curriculum Links: (ACTDEP007) (ACTDEP009)
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https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/health-and-physical-education/foundation-year_year-1_year-2/content-description?subject-identifier=HPEHPEFY&content-description-code=AC9HPFP02&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/health-and-physical-education/foundation-year_year-1_year-2/content-description?subject-identifier=HPEHPEY12&content-description-code=AC9HP2M04&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/health-and-physical-education/foundation-year_year-1_year-2/content-description?subject-identifier=HPEHPEY12&content-description-code=AC9HP2M05&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/health-and-physical-education/foundation-year_year-1_year-2/content-description?subject-identifier=HPEHPEY12&content-description-code=AC9HP2M01&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/health-and-physical-education/foundation-year_year-1_year-2/content-description?subject-identifier=HPEHPEY12&content-description-code=AC9HP2M03&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/health-and-physical-education/foundation-year_year-1_year-2/content-description?subject-identifier=HPEHPEY12&content-description-code=AC9HP2M04&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/health-and-physical-education/foundation-year_year-1_year-2/content-description?subject-identifier=HPEHPEY12&content-description-code=AC9HP2M05&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&view=quick
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACADRM027
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACTDEP007
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACTDEP009
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FURTHER INFORMATION & RESOURCES:

Pip Harry Instagram: www.instagram.com/piphaz
Pip Harry Website: www.pipharry.com
Katrin Dreiling Instagram: www.instagram.com/katrinartworks
Katrin Dreiling Website: www.katrindreiling.com

ISBN: 9781923345294 
(Hardback) 
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To order copies of this title visit: www.larrikinhouse.com.au

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR

Katrin is a German-born language teacher but moved to Australia with her
husband and three children and became an illustrator. 
Katrin creates quirky illustrations that feature different media. Her first
picture book The World’s Worst Pirate by Michelle Worthington has been
awarded Notable Book 2018 by the Children’s Book Council of Australia. 
In 2021, her first authored and illustrated picture book A Perfect Pig was
published by Scholastic Australia. Katrin also loves to illustrate for other
authors than herself and has worked with Walker Books, Page Street Kids
as well as two projects with Larrikin House. 
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Pip Harry is the author of award-winning books for children and young
adults, including The Little Wave, winner of the CBCA Book of the Year for
Younger Readers, and August & Jones, winner of the CBCA Shadow
Judging Book of the Year. Formerly a competitive pool swimmer, Pip once
held dreams of being an Olympian but is now happy to splash about in the
ocean. 
Pip’s latest books include ABIA shortlisted Over or Under?, The Inside Dog,
Camp Spooky: Attack of the Aliants co-written with Kate Foster, and Drift, a
young adult novel in verse. She lives on Sydney’s northern beaches with her
family and energetic kelpie. 
 


