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A Is for … 
A Rabbit’s 
Tale  
Author & Illustrator: Jackie 
Hosking, Lucinda Gifford
ISBN: 9781760657437
Imprint: Walker Books Australia 
Publication Date: July 2025

Outline:
A quirky, funny and clever alphabet book with a twist of fun, laughter, pets and hilarious word play best-
selling comedic picture book author Jackie Hosking, in addition to bright and colourful illustrations by 
much loved illustrator Lucinda Gifford.

Author/Illustrator Information:
Jackie Hosking is a Nigerian-born Cornish Australian who moved to Australia when she was ten. Jackie 
began writing for children after completing a creative writing course at her local community house in a 
seaside town off The Great Ocean Road in Victoria. In 2012 she was awarded a Maurice Saxby 
Mentorship and in 2011 she mentored a Maurice Saxby Mentee on writing in rhyme, and in 2019 Jackie 
was awarded a May Gibbs Creative Time Fellowship. Her picture book The Croc and the Platypus was 
published by Walker Books Australia in 2014, followed An Aussie Christmas Gum Tree, The Amazing 
Australian Road Trip, The Amazing Australian Camping Trip. More picture books with Walker are 
forthcoming, including When Santa Got Stuck in the Gum Tree and The Kids Who Rescued Easter.

How to Use These Notes:
This story works on many levels. The suggested activities are therefore for a wide age and ability range. 
Please select accordingly.

Ages: From 4 to 8 years

Key Learning Areas: English

Genre: Picture Books
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Before Reading
Before reading, view the cover and title of the 
book. Identify the following:

•	The title of the book
•	The author/illustrator
•	The publisher
•	The blurb

What do you think the story might be about 
from looking at the title only? Do your ideas 
change after seeing the cover?

Activity:
Write your own story using the title of the 
picture book.

Based on the cover, what do you think this 
story is about? How do you think it will begin/
end? Revisit your answer after reading the 
story to see if your predictions were correct.

Discuss the title of the book. Do you think this 
is a good title? Why or why not? If you were 
asked to choose an alternative title for the 
book, what would it be? Remember, a good 
title should capture the audience’s attentions 
and give them some idea of what the book is 
about.

Exploring the Text
Exploring the Text 
Discussion:
• Who do you think the audience for this

book is? Why?
• Is the book an imaginative, informative or

persuasive text? How can you tell?

Literary techniques allow a writer to convey a 
deeper meaning in their text.

• What techniques can you find in this
text? e.g. metaphor, imagery, alliteration,
personification

• What deeper meaning can you draw from
the text?

Exploring the Illustrations
Discussion:
• How do the illustrations add to the story?
• Do you think the illustrator has effectively

told his story visually?

Activity:
Cover the text in the book and write your own 
story following the illustrations.

Discussion:
Choose one of the spreads and have a class 
discussion about the following illustration 
decisions:
• How do the illustrations add to the story?
• How do you think the people are feeling?

What clues might there be in the pictures?
• Is there a main colour in this spread? How

does it make you feel?
• Do the colours change from spread to

spread? Why might that be?
• Do the pictures take up the whole page, or

are they framed?
• Are any of the words bigger on the page

than the others? Why could that be?

Discussion Questions and Activities



classroom.walkerbooks.com.au

Walker Books 
Classroom Ideas

 E  x  p  l  o  r  i  n  g  t  h  e  Te  x  t  i  n  D  e  p  t  h  :

1. ‘X is for … no more rabbits!’ Of course, this doesn’t actually start with ‘X’ – 
but not a lot of words do! Ask your class to use a dictionary to look up 
words starting with ‘X’, and write down two of their favourites (and their 
meanings) to share with the class.

2. After reading, ask the class to discuss what the two kids learn throughout 
the story (about friendship, sharing, and caring).

3. Write a poem about a different type of pet (cat, dog, guinea pig, rat, bird, 
anything!), using the ‘A is for … B is for …’ format from this book. This can 
be done as an individual task, in pairs, or as a whole class.

4. Create a poster about a made-up animal from a magical pet shop! Include 
the ways in which that pet needs to be taken care of (e.g. for a dragon: 
does it need daily flying time? Scale cleaning? What food does it eat? What 
does it like to sleep on/in?)

5. Lead the class through the school and/or playground in single-file, and have 
each student point out something that starts with the next letter of the 
alphabet – like “I Spy”, but going from A all the way to Z! They can be 
creative, just like the book is, with what things ‘start’ with a certain letter.
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