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BLURB

A playful picture book about the joys of belonging and community from award-winning Wiradjuri poet Jazz
Money and three-time Archibald Prize finalist Jason Phu.

First, the world is all dark. A little bit muddled and confused.
The only sound dripping water and small bubbles gurgling.

In that darkness and quiet, everyone is alone.

This is the world in the well.

And so begins the tale of how frogs came to croak in chorus at night-time. Inspired by Chinese parables and
Dreaming stories, this debut picture book is a unique and melodic ode to taking chances, using your voice and
coming together in song and dance.

NOTES

Teacher Notes have been based on those prepared by Cara Shipp and supplied by the publisher. A full version is available on our
website.

Themes:

Belonging and community; Courage and using your voice; Teamwork, collaboration and friendship; The power
of coming together in song and dance to bind communities in connection and tradition; The power of
togetherness in dark times.

Discussion Questions and Activities:

¢ How does this story demonstrate the power of friendship and connection?

e ‘This is the sound that changed the darkness’. What sound was it, and why was it so important?

¢ Why do you think that the frogs being together helped them feel brave? Can you relate to this?

¢ What was it that the frogs saw that was beautiful?

Imagery and artist’s style:

e Invite students to work in pairs and discuss their favourite page spread in the book. Why is this their
favourite?

o Discuss the first pages, where the darkness of the well is depicted. How would students feel if they were
that single lone frog in the darkness not knowing what was out there? What feelings do they have viewing
these drawings?

e Discuss the illustrations where the frogs are singing to moon from their lily pad stage and where the trees,
stars and flowers are smiling. What feelings do students have when they look at these images? How are
they different to the first images of darkness? Why is it happier when they are with other frogs and
connecting with the moon and stars?

Activities:

e Create a class song and dance to demonstrate community, friendship and belonging. Begin with students
working in pairs to create 2-4 dance moves and a short song to go with the dance. Join pairs into groups of
4 to put their dance moves and song together. Have the groups share their work. Then work as a class to
put the group songs together into a class song. This activity would work well with an Elder or local
Indigenous performer to support.

o Refer to the publisher’'s teacher notes for lots more activity suggestions incorporating singing and dancing,
First Nations’ languages, exploring Connection to Country and the frog symbolism.
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