
Lamont Review: 
 

What an incredible story! Written in alternating chapters we learn of the lives of Tiny and Nola. 
Tiny is a street kid, and Nola is from a well to do family. Their paths cross when Nola is forced to do    
volunteer work to be able to pass her HSC, and she gets pushed to help out at the Hope Street    
Refuge. At first she can't even bear to be touched by these people but as she starts making        
connections, particularly with Tiny, her attitude gradually changes. We learn that everybody has a 
story, a right to be heard and to be treated decently, as we discover the backgrounds of these 
street people. 
 

The story has amazingly resilient characters, tackles preconceptions head on, and has a glorious 
ending. I cannot recommend it highly enough. You will be left wondering how and why we tackle 
society’s problems in such a generally inappropriate fashion. However, you are left with a feeling 
of hope that things can be made better, which is why this fabulous book will resonate so well with 
teenagers. 
 

It certainly changed my opinions, which believe me, is no mean feat for this middle aged man. Yes, 
I am still middle aged! This is a great book and I cannot emphasise enough - just read it, read it, 
read it - and when you have, definitely recommend it to others.  
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb:  

Everyone has a story. 

Tiny is an eighteen-year-old girl living on the streets in Sydney, running from her small-town past. 
At a temporary homeless shelter she meets Nola, a high school student on volunteer placement. 
Both girls share their love of words through the Hope Lane writing group. Can they share their    
secrets, too? 

Told through the eyes of both Tiny and Nola as they negotiate their way through homelessness, 
shifting friendships, betrayals, addiction and a little bit of romance, Because of You explores the 
vastly different coming-of-age stories of two girls who are learning to find their individual strengths. 
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Lamont Review: 
 
I am thrilled to review the first book that I have ever had a hand in getting to print. This book was brought by 
my attention by one of our long term staff, Don Schepis. The novel was written by a friend of his son, and 
when I was first presented with it, my initial reaction was ‘here we go again’. Being in the job that we are,              
everybody seems to have or know of a book that “must” be published that we need to read and, to be     
honest, we are not publishers. 
 
The ‘sick-lit’ genre, particularly of a young cancer sufferer has been hugely popular recently. In short, I read 
the manuscript of this book and I loved it. So we committed to buying it for our Standing Order, and          
convinced Paul Collins, from Ford Street Publishing, to publish it. The rest, as they say, is history. 
 
Author Peter Vu was diagnosed with a brainstem glioma at the age of six and has constantly battled with the 
illness since. He talks with real experience, and gets to the core of the psyche of someone with this             
experience. But Paper Cranes Don’t Fly is not an autobiography. It is a novel, and you will love main character 
Adam Auttenberg.  
 
Adam is warm, self-deprecating and honest. Adam’s life revolves around his family, and his two forever best 
friends, AJ and Tess. They have an inseparable bond and a deep love for each other that will often bring you 
to tears. 
 
I will not spoil such a great story, other than to say it is regularly set in a hospital and friendship, love and 
hope resonate throughout. It is a particularly sensitive and emotional story, that is superbly written and full 
of love. Tess and Adam have an amazing platonic love for each other that will fill your heart with joy. 
It is a truly great book that I am thrilled to see published, and I am sure it will become a huge hit. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb:  

This story describes the life of a cancer patient in a way that no other young adult book does, focusing not 
just on living with cancer, but going through it, with the help of patience, love, and friendship. Despite the 
ever-growing tumour in his head, Adam just wishes he was normal. This is until his latest operation, when 
everything seems like a lost hope, and he knows he isn’t normal. He doesn’t know what to do, because there 
is nothing he can do. All he feels he has left are his friends. But that may be all he needs.  
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Lamont Review: 
 
Megan Jacobson has followed up her debut novel, the CBCA shortlisted Yellow, with another     
remarkable story. Set in Darwin, through the humidity of the impending wet season, this is a     
compelling read centred around an incredibly feisty teenage girl. She has experienced a               
manipulative and abusive father, who is in jail for what he did to her mother, and accordingly Ily 
has learnt to not let love in, and to never apologise.  
 
As a result of her father's incarceration, she has spent years in and out of boarding schools. She 
feels unwanted by her tarot reading, wellness expert mother and her hard edged Nan. Now at 
home, Ily has one weird friend, is caught in an ongoing prank war with her neighbour Max, and is 
falling in love with the principal’s son, Jared. However, while love is undoubtedly the strongest 
emotion, not all love is good!  
 
A great story, fantastic for teenagers 15+ with themes of domestic violence, relationships and self 
discovery.  
 
Reviewed by Rob 
 
Teacher Notes have been prepared by the publisher for this title. A full version is available from our 
website. 

Blurb:  

Seventeen-year-old Iliad Piper is named after war and angry at the world. Growing up with a violent 
father and abused mother, she doesn't know how to do relationships, family or friends. A love-hate 
friendship with Max turns into a prank war, and she nearly destroys her first true friendship with 
misfit Mia. She takes off her armour for nobody, until she meets Jared, someone who's as           
complicated as she is.  
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Lamont Review: 
 
Set on Thursday Island during WWII, The Fighting Stingrays captures the dangers of Japan entering 
the war and the feelings of the people at the time.  
 
The three mates, who call themselves The Fighting Stingrays, have their friendship and loyalty 
tested when Japanese are being interned and Masa, who has never been to Japan, is set to be  
interned too. 
 
They decide to leave the island together, and then have some incredible adventures across the 
Torres Strait Islands, evading capture. But this is no longer role playing like they are used to. Now 
they are playing for keeps against the tyrannical Captain Maddox, wild storms at sea, and even  
malaria. 
 
Based on real life events in Australia’s history, this book will have a huge appeal in schools and is 
ideal for reading groups from Year 5 to Year 8. It is also engrossing and action packed! 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 
 

Blurb:  

Charlie, Masa and Alf are best mates - loyal and adventurous. They're the Fighting Stingrays. In      
between school, swimming and fishing on idyllic Thursday Island, they have a ripper time role-playing 
bombing missions and other war games. But when Japan enters World War II, the Fighting Stingrays 
are told that one of their own is now the real-life enemy. Drawn into a dangerous game of cat and 
mouse in the Torres Strait, their friendship and loyalties are tested as the threat of invasion looms 
closer.  
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Lamont Review: 
 
Set in Pakistan, amongst the political and social unrest and violence that is taking place, we are  
taken with Liana on a journey of finding your voice and making a difference. 
 
Liana’s Mother is from Pakistan and her father is an Australian. They live in Pakistan where Liana 
attends boarding school, and even though they are sheltered at school from the horrors that are 
occurring around them, a trip to the local bazaar where a bombing takes place really unsettles    
Liana. 
 
We are introduced early in the story to Mikal Kimberley, a young Australian music teacher who 
starts work at Liana’s school. He is on a mission to find out the truth about his own family.  
 
When matters escalate and the students must evacuate their school, Liana finds herself with Mr 
Kimberley in a dangerous situation that will take all of their wit and determination to get out of. 
They then soon realise that many of the other students are being held hostage and time is running 
out to save them. But can the two of them manage to evade capture and save the others while 
they are at it? 
 
This is a compelling look at life in the Pakistan, during a time of conflict. But is it also a story of 
friendship, love, family and hope and will be enjoyed particularly by girls 14 +. 
 
Reviewed by Sam 

 

Blurb: 
 

Sixteen-year-old Liana Bedford lives in constant fear. Political tensions in Pakistan are rising and    
terrorist attacks are becoming an everyday norm. As a Pakistani-Australian, she could be the next 
target. When her school friends are taken hostage by terrorists, Liana's world disappears overnight.  
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Lamont Review: 
 

Australian born, Canadian resident, Darren Groth has written another beautifully heartfelt YA novel. 
 

Munro Maddux moves to Australia on a six month exchange after the sudden death of his sister Evie, who 
had Down Syndrome. 
 

He is having trouble coping, has anger management issues and is constantly taunted by ‘The Coyote’ - a voice 
in his head  -  about whether he could have done more to save Evie. 
 

Needing to volunteer for something at his new school as part of their curriculum, Munro chooses Fair Go, a 
community facility that houses special needs teenagers. Munro is accepted by a group of five and he is     
starting to feel better. But Munro soon starts skipping school to spend more time at Fair Go, as his need to 
help intensifies. 
 

Slowly but surely ‘The Coyote’ is disappearing, and Munro begins to get himself back into shape. 
 

This was a wonderful insight into dealing a tragedy and guilt, and the process of letting go and moving on. 
This didn’t always seem possible, and Munro certainly faced many troubling experiences along the way. 
 

But ultimately it is a story of hope, friendship and understanding. Poignant, incredibly well written with    
humour and an abundance of interesting and funny characters, teenagers 15 and older will love this book. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 
Teacher Notes have been prepared by the publisher for this title. A full version is available from our website.  
 

Blurb:  

Since the death of his sister, Evie, Munro Maddux has been stuck. Flashbacks. Anger. Chest pains. A constant 
ache in his right hand. And a taunting voice he calls the Coyote. In an act of desperation, Munro heads off on a 
student exchange to Australia - the country of Evie's dreams. Forced by his new school to join a volunteer   
program, Munro discovers the Coyote is silenced in one place - Fair Go, an assisted-living residence in           
Brisbane's west. Munro gets to know his team of residents- designer Bernie; sleeping refugee Shah; would-be 
wedded couple Blake and Dale; comic creator Iggy; and self-defence tutor Florence. As this unlikely group 
shows Munro the sights, Munro's notion of what it means to be a big brother begins to change. But the burden 
Munro carries is not so easily cast aside. Will the Coyote triumph? Or can Munro find the fortitude necessary to 
mend his heart?  
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Lamont Review: 
 
Tamara is a 14-year-old hiding on a freighter in deep space with her aunty and baby cousin. When the ship is 
attacked by the alien Crowpeople, Tamara is taken prisoner. 
 
Now she must use all her wits just to stay alive, but as she learns more about the Crows’ way of life, she    
realises the danger that the exploring humans will cause them. 
 
Where do her loyalties really lie  -  with the Crows who have kept her safe or with her human family, if she 
can find her baby cousin? 
 
This is the winner of the Ampersand Prize and it is a truly ground breaking new voice in YA. Sci-fi readers will 
love the detailed world created, and the thought provoking issues raised about understanding our             
differences and finding common ground no matter what we look like.  
 
It is quite violent and gruesome at times, but the ending will leave you hoping for a sequel. 
 
It is best suited for those Year 9 and up. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 

Blurb: 

The latest winner of the Ampersand Prize is a genre-smashing hostage drama about 14-year-old Tamara, 
who's faced with an impossible choice when she falls for her kidnapper’s. Yet this is no ordinary kidnapping. 
Tamara has been living on a star freighter in deep space, and her kidnappers are terrifying Crowpeople – the 
only aliens humanity has ever encountered. No-one has ever survived a Crowpeople attack, until now – and 
Tamara must use everything she has just to stay alive. But survival always comes at a price, and there’s no 
handbook for this hostage crisis. As Tamara comes to know the Crowpeople's way of life, and the threats they 
face from humanity's exploration into deep space, she realises she has an impossible choice to make. Should 
she stay as the only human among the Crows, knowing she'll never see her family again… or inevitably betray 
her new community if she wants to escape?  
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Lamont Review: 
 
Eighteen-year-old Anton Marin doesn’t know what he wants to do now that he’s finished Year 12, but what 
he does know is that he doesn’t particularly want to follow in the family business. Unfortunately, Anton’s 
Dad has other ideas. The Marin’s are ghost hunters, and Anton is the last in their line; without him the    
centuries-old family legacy will die out. A compromise is reached, and Anton agrees to give ghost hunting a 
whirl for twelve months before starting University… if he survives. 
 
Unluckily, it’s clear that there’s something nasty brewing in Melbourne’s ghostly underworld, and it might 
be more than Anton can handle by himself. When he’s attacked in Fitzroy Gardens, unexpected assistance 
comes in the form of Rani Cross: a sword-wielding member of the shadowy ghost hunting organisation the 
Company of the Righteous. Rani’s slice-and-dice method is at odds with the more holistic approach that has 
made the Marin family outcasts in the ghost hunting community, but in order to fight the coming storm 
they’ll have to learn how to work together. 
 
Gap Year in Ghost Town is an enormously fun adventure story punctuated throughout with pop-culture    
references, whip-crack fast dialogue, a host of fascinating characters, and plenty of supernatural              
shenanigans. It’s perfect for readers aged 14+  
 
Reviewed by Lian 

Blurb: 

Let's get this straight - ghosts are everywhere. And they're dangerous. This is why my family has hunted them 
for hundreds of years. The Marin family run a two-man operation in inner-city Melbourne. Anton has the 
ghost-sight, but his father does not. Theirs is a gentle approach to ghost hunting. Rani Cross, combat-skilled 
ghost hunter from the Company of the Righteous, is all about the slashing. Anton and Rani don't see eye to 
eye - but with a massive spike in violent ghost manifestations, they must find a way to work together. And 
what with all the blindingly terrifying brushes with death, Anton must use his gap year to decide if he really 
wants in on the whole ghost-hunting biz . . . Gap Year in Ghost Town is smart, funny and scary - with extra 
action and attitude.  
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Lamont Review: 

 
Sparrow is a novel written in the ‘then and now’ - alternating chapters that looks at the ‘then’ life 
of a wordless street kid based in Darwin. The ‘now’ is five years later as 16 year old Sparrow, now 
in juvenile detention, swims to safety in the top end of Australia after a boating accident. 
 
This becomes a Robinson Crusoe style survival adventure, as Sparrow is faced with starvation,   
crocodiles, huge deadly snakes, and wild boar. 
 
But it is the first story of how Sparrow became who he is that most intrigued me. We uncover his 
bleak upbringing, and wonder at his resilience and almost an optimistic hope for the future. 
 
With a fantastic male lead, Scot Gardner has masterfully woven a topic driven, contemporary novel 
that will appeal mostly to teenage boys, but would also be a good starting point for a discussion. 
 
It’s a great book and like all of Scot’s work, I highly recommend it. Best suited to Year 9 and up. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb:  

One, two, three, breath. When a juvenile detention exercise off the coast of the Kimberley goes 
wrong, sixteen-year-old Sparrow must swim to shore. There are sharks and crocs around him but 
the monsters he fears most live in the dark spaces in his mind. He's swimming away from his prison 
life and towards a desolate, rocky coastland and the hollow promise of freedom. He'll eat or be  
eaten, kill or be killed. With no voice, no family and the odds stacked against him, Sparrow has 
nothing left to lose. But to survive he'll need something more potent than desperation, something 
more dangerous than a makeshift knife. Hope.  
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