
Polly & Buster: The Wayward Witch and the Feelings Monster 
By Sally Rippin 
Publisher: Hardie Grant Egmont 
ISBN 9781760129019  SCIS: 1817370 

$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Polly is a witch but she has trouble with the easiest of spells and she is best friends with Buster, the monster 
next door. As most witch’s believe they should never associate with monsters, this makes their lives a little 
difficult. 
 
But Buster is an amazing monster who grows in size the happier he becomes. At his best he gets so big and so 
light that he floats.  
 
When Pollys’ school for witches go on an excursion to the museum and discover Buster’s school there also, 
Buster can’t help but call out to Polly. When she ignored him he got teased by the other monsters, which 
made him curl up and become really dark. 
 
This causes Polly to cast a huge spell on all of the monsters to get them to stop. Later, when she becomes a 
hero at school, it’s believed that she too hates monsters. Eventually, she must choose between the false hero 
worship and Buster’s true friendship. 
 
This is a brilliant new series by the super talented Sally Rippin. It is charming and emotion filled and will be an 
instant hit with emerging readers aged 6-9. We predict huge things for this series. 
 
Reviewed by Rob 
 
Teacher notes have been prepared by the publisher for this title. They are available from our website 
www.lamontbooks.com.au 

Blurb: 
 

From Australia’s best-selling female author, Sally Rippin, comes Polly and Buster– a brand new junior fiction 
series about the magic of friendship. Who ever heard of a witch and a monster being friends? Everyone 
knows that witches don’t mix with monsters. Witches are educated, clever, sophisticated. But monsters?
Monsters are just uncouth. Some are even dangerous. But Polly the witch and Buster the feelings monster 
have been best friends forever. It’s the sort of friendship that makes your heart squeeze with happiness. 
Somehow, they've managed to keep their friendship a secret. Until one day, when everything changes ... 
Sally Rippin is the author of over 50 books for young readers, including the best-selling Billie B Brown early 
reader series, and its recent spin-offs, A Billie B Mystery, Billie's Adventures and the Hey Jack! series. Her 
new series Polly and Buster is accompanied by her own enchanting illustrations.  
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Super Con-Nerd 
By Oliver Phommavanh 
Publisher: Puffin/Penguin 
ISBN  9780143306535     SCIS:  1804187 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Oliver Phommavanh has done it again! He really does just have a way of portraying what life is like 
for kids, especially a nerdy one! 
 

Connor, or Con-Nerd as he is known by his friends, has just started at the ‘Selective Entry’ school, 
Kentsworth High School.  You would think that a nerd would fit right in here! But not Connor. He 
finds himself completely out of his depth, and is no longer the smartest one in the class.  
 

But Connor really just wants to draw. He is only at this school to keep his family happy, particularly 
his ‘Tiger Mum’. How is he going to manage to keep up with his studies and keep his dream alive of 
being a cartoonist? Especially when his old friends from primary school seem to have deserted him. 
Connor is struggling to find any new friends at high school, and is having to deal with the constant 
‘know-it-all’ Andrew Thompson. 
 
This is a fantastic insight into the pressure and issues that many kids feel during the transition from 
primary to high school, including the smart ones! It is a wonderful story of forging new school            
relationships, hanging on to old friendships and being true to who you really are. 
 
It will be thoroughly enjoyed by all Year 5 & 6’s, as well as junior secondary students. 
 
Reviewed by Sam 
 

Blurb: 
 

Hi, I'm Connor and I'm a nerd. I thought I knew all there was to being one. But there are better nerds out 
there. Super nerds. Hyper nerds. Super, hyper nerds. I thought all nerds were smart. But that's not true,     
because suddenly I don't feel so bright anymore. Our favourite character from Con-nerd returns in Super     
Con-nerd, where he finally makes it into a selective high school. If he thought the competition was intense to 
get into a selective school, it's tougher on the inside. Connor feels like everybody else is smarter than him and 
is trying to play catch up with the other super nerds, like Andrew Thompson who is top of his class. Connor's 
mum has loosened up and lets Connor draw his comics like Fireproof Knights, as long as his grades are good. 
Luckily, there's no report cards after the first week of school. 

June 2017 
Primary Fiction 



To The Lighthouse 
By Cristy Burne 
Publisher: Fremantle Press 
ISBN 9781925164619     SCIS: 1802580 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Isaac has convinced his Mum that a holiday on Rottnest Island is a great idea. But can Isaac’s Mum 
stop being so stressed and worried about him all the time and actually let him have some fun and            
adventure? 
 
When Isaac and Emmy meet, they realise they are complete opposites. Emmy is free spirited and 
daring, and seems to be allowed to do whatever she wants. Isaac is reserved and always worried 
about what his Mum, who stresses about everything, will think.  
 
The two of them start a competition of ‘dares’, and they are both having an awesome time. But will 
their secret late night trip to the salt lakes be one dare too many? 
 
It is a wonderful read for both boys and girls in Year 3 and up. It is about adventure, fun and making 
new friends, whilst also being a very real lesson in trust and telling the truth. 
 
Reviewed by Sam 
 

Teacher Notes have been prepared by the publisher for this title. They are available from our website 
www.lamontbooks.com.au 

Blurb: 
 

Isaac arrives on Rottnest Island hoping for an awesome holiday adventure, but his mum would   
rather he stayed inside, where it's safe. Then Isaac meets Emmy. She's allowed to do whatever she 
wants - and she wants to have fun! With Emmy daring him on, Isaac's life gets more and more   
exciting. But when things go horribly wrong on their secret midnight adventure, they both wonder 
whether this time they've gone too far . . .  
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My Dog Gets a Job 
By Elizabeth Fensham 
Publisher: University of Queensland Press 
ISBN  9780702259593   SCIS: 1803578 
$14.95 

Lamont Review: 
 

Eric’s dog Ugly is one of those dogs that just can’t seem to keep himself out of trouble. Big and    
cumbersome, he is constantly doing things he shouldn't, and Eric’s family is getting sick of it  -      
especially his Dad. 
 

How can Eric convince his Dad that Ugly is ok and shouldn’t be left outside by himself? He needs to 
find Ugly a job! That will keep him busy and out of trouble. Or will it? 
 

After conducting a survey at school about the jobs that a dog could do, Eric and his friends come up 
with a final list: Personal trainer, Soccer coach, Dog trainer, Lost dog detective, Guard dog, Dinosaur 
bone finder, Rabbit chaser and Vegie garden protector. 
 

And so, with the help of his friends and Grandad, Eric’s quest to find Ugly a job begins! 
 

This is a fabulous book about friendship, acceptance, thinking outside the box and taking               
responsibility! 
 

It will be enjoyed by all students 8+, especially animal loving ones! 
 

Reviewed by Sam 

 
Teacher notes for this title have been prepared by the publisher. They are available from our website 
www.lamontbooks.com.au 
 

Blurb: 
 

At almost ten years of age, Eric is now the responsible owner of his dog Ugly. But when Ugly is   
involved in a series of mishaps including the theft of a roast chook and a bedroom decorated with 
duck poo, it is clear Eric needs to do something to keep his dog out of trouble. Luckily, Eric knows 
exactly how to solve the problem … Ugly needs a job. 
 

But how can Eric find a job for a dog, even if his dog is a genius? 
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Goodbye, Mr Hitler 
By Jackie French 
Publisher: Harper Collins 
ISBN 9781460751299   SCIS:  1804219 

$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

This is a very moving and confronting story of the lives of Johannes, Frau Timmins and Helga,      
nearing the end of WWII, and the rebuilding of their lives after the war ended.  
 

Johannes, a young boy forced from him home, finds himself in a concentration camp, and all the 
horrors associated with it. Frau Timmins is a nurse who has lost her husband and has had to send 
her son away to be safe, but also finds herself at the mercy of the Germans. Helga is a young girl 
who just wants to help others during this time, but there is something strange about her that        
Johannes just can’t explain. 
 

It is a story of the brutality of war and the suffering that many endured, but it is ultimately about 
family, friendship, hope and letting go of the hate so love can rule your heart. 
 

Written as a companion book to Jackie’s other titles, Hitler’s Daughter and Pennies For Hitler, it is a 
‘stand alone’ title, and will certainly encourage your students who enjoyed this book to read the 
others.  
 

It could easily be used in high schools as well as primary, and is suitable for those in Year 5 and 
above. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
 

Teacher Notes have been prepared by the publisher for this title. They are available from our website 
www.lamontbooks.com.au 

Blurb: 
 

This is the story of Johannes, and Frau Timmins, and the strange girl now known as ‘Helga'. It is 
also the story of how they survived the death camps, the vast wilderness faced by refugees in 
World War Two, and how they eventually found happiness in Australia. The final title in the multi 
award-winning Hitler series, this compelling story follows on from Heidi's story in Hitler's Daughter 
and Georg's in Pennies for Hitler, and shows us that evil must be fought and won. But once you've 
won, the hardest and most necessary battle is to understand and forgive. And to learn how to love 
and live again. 
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