
Frankie Fish & The Sonic Suitcase 
By Peter Helliar 
Publisher: Hardie Grant Egmont 
ISBN 9781760128494  

$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

The debut children’s novel by Australian presenter and comedian Peter Helliar takes us on an        
extraordinary time travelling adventure. 
 

Sent to his grandparents for the holidays, Frankie must endure his cranky Grandad Fish. Plus he is 
never allowed to go in the shed that Grandad spends so much time in. 
 

This changes one day when Frankie uncovers Grandad’s self-made time machine and they travel 
back in time to repair past mistakes. But if you keep going back to the same place and time you may 
never be able to return... and should you really meddle in the past anyway? 
 

In typical Peter Helliar style, the book is packed with laughs and excitement, whilst still having a 
good message and some heartfelt scenes.  
 

Once you’ve read this I’m sure you will want to read future adventures of Frankie Fish. 
 

Best suited to those 9+. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

Teacher notes prepared by the publisher are available for this title. They are available on our website 
www.lamontbooks.com.au. 
 

Blurb: 
 

In his first ever kids’ book, Australian comedian Peter Helliar takes young readers on a hilarious time-travel 
adventure about mega mischief, missing limbs, and a grandad with a wicked secret… Twelve-year-old 
Frankie Fish hates visiting his grandparents. Grandad Fish is cranky, and yells a lot, and has a creepy hook for 
a hand – plus he NEVER lets Frankie go inside his shed. But after a teensy tiny prank goes wrong at school, 
Frankie is packed off to Old-People Jail for the whole holidays. What Frankie doesn’t know is that Grandad 
has been building a home-made TIME MACHINE in the Forbidden Shed, and the old man has big plans to get 
his missing hand back. But when Grandad goes back in time, he changes history and accidentally wipes out 
Frankie’s entire family – Nanna, Mum, Dad, even his annoying sister Saint Lou. Somehow, everyone is gone 
but Frankie and Grandad! And it’s only a matter of time until Frankie disappears too… As the last Fish men 
standing, Frankie and Grandad must race back in time to undo this terrible mistake. But can they stand each 
other long enough to put the past back together again? And even if they manage the impossible – will      
Grandad's wonky time-machine ever get them home?  
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Little Witch: Secrets & Spells 
By Aleesah Darlison  
Publisher: Big Sky Publishing 
ISBN 9781925520101  
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Courtney does not want to go to beautiful Mixton Bay with her parents. The summer holidays are just        
beginning and all her friends will be left behind. Her grandmother has just died, and her house has been left 
to her dad who wants to do it up then sell it.  
 
From the moment Courtney walks in the door she feels a strange connection to the grandmother she has   
never met. Then she finds a box with her name on it and inside is a book of spells. What follows is six weeks of 
finding out about family secrets and making new friends, including Ink the talking cat and Justice the cool   
surfer boy. 
 
Maybe Courtney doesn't really want to go home as much as she thought she did? 
 
This is a perfect series for middle to upper primary students with an interest in fantasy stories and magic. Set 
in a beachside town somewhere in Australia, readers will thoroughly enjoy this story about family,              
relationships, growing up and making new friends. After all, what girl hasn't imagined herself as a good witch 
who can do a little magic? 
 
Will best suit girls from Year 4 and up, and I'm sure readers will eagerly look forward to the rest of  this new 
series. 
 
Reviewed by Michelle 
 

Blurb: 
 

Secrets & Spells is the first instalment in the sparkling, magical Little Witch series from one of Australia’s  
popular children’s authors. The tiny beach town of Mixton Bay was not Courtney’s idea of a holiday. In fact, 
she thought it was the sleepiest, most boring holiday place ever! Little did she know that family secrets,   
magic and mystery, and the memory of her grandma Delia would result in a magical holiday to remember.  
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Archie Appleby: The Terrible Case of the Creeps  
By Kaye Baillie & Illustrated by Krista Brennan  
Publisher: Wombat Books 
ISBN 9781925563016  
$9.99 

Lamont Review:  

 
This is a mystery that middle primary boys are sure to enjoy, particularly those that have a good             
imagination! 
 
When Archie finds himself having to spend two nights at his Great Aunt Ruth’s house, he knows it isn't 
going to be fun. He has always found her house creepy and strange, and now that Uncle Jock is missing, 
this only adds to his uneasiness.  
 
He is convinced that she has done something to him or is keeping him in the basement. That would      
explain the strange noises coming from there, and why Aunt Ruth is so determined to keep Archie out of 
there. 
 
But has Archie’s imagination run wild? Is he reading more into the situation than there really is? Only time 
will tell! 
 
Reviewed by Sam 

Blurb: 
 

A missing uncle, a scary aunt and a basement full of the creeps ... Archie gets more than he          
bargained for when he stays with Aunt Ruth. Her spiky white hair looks like it's been through a 
storm. She puts things in her stews like devils beard and eye of newt. But worst of all, Aunt Ruth has 
a dark, creepy basement at the bottom of the stairs!  
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The Young Magicians and The Thieves' Almanac  
By Nick Mohammed 
Publisher: Puffin/Penguin 
ISBN 9780141376998   
$16.99 

Lamont Review 
 

Written by real life comedian and magician, debut author Nick Mohammed introduces us to a group of 
young magicians keen to join ‘The Magic Circle’, a society of magicians. 
 
But all is not what it seems as the society is poorly run and in ruins, both financially and physically. They 
also don’t seem to want children in their midst. 
 
However, our four young magicians, using their individual magic powers, take us on an entertaining magic 
journey to solve crimes and force the society into the modern age. 
 
A fast paced story, with heaps of action scenes and lots of gags and humour to keep you turning pages. It is 
also the first in a series that many will look forward to future instalments of. 
 
All in all, an excellent read for those about 10 and older, whether they are into magic or not. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 
 

On a London street, four unlikely friends stand before the astonishingly ordinary-looking blue door of the 
Magic Circle . . .  Alex doesn't say much, and once jumped when handed a satsuma, but, wow, is he amazing 
with a deck of cards. Zack is undoubtedly one of the best pickpockets in the country (but always puts things 
back). Sophie once convinced her Brown Owl that all the other Brownies were jellyfish thanks to her nifty  
hypnosis skills - and then never returned. Jonny - who is quite possibly the tallest boy in the universe - mixes 
science and magic with spectacular consequences (mostly explosions). Join these young magicians as they 
step inside the world-famous conjuring club in an adventure that may or may not involve the search for a  
secret book, a set of impossible crimes and . . .  oh, yes - a flock of very confused pigeons. Intrigued?            
Confused? Well, you're just going to have to decide for yourself, aren't you?  
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The Turnkey 
By Allison Rushby 
Publisher: Walker Books 
ISBN 9781925126921  
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Set in the midst of the bombing of London in December 1940, this is a great historical setting for work of   
fiction, interwoven with a supernatural touch. 
 
The inspirational heroine of the story is the ghost of twelve-year-old Flossie, who is the Turnkey of the 
Highgate cemetery. Her role as the Turnkey is to assist all the souls in her care to remain in eternal rest. 
But the war doesn’t make this easy! 
 
Then Flossie uncovers a leading German soldier who is trying to bring English secrets directly to Hitler. She 
has to stop him. 
 
On top of that, Flossie has to help a young girl that is badly injured and has seemingly lost all her family. 
Flossie needs to find a way to give the girl enough hope to continue living. 
 
Is this all too much for Flossie to achieve when she feels her role as Turnkey during this horrible war is   
possibly already too overwhelming? 
 
In summary, this is an inspiring and intriguing mystery with a wonderful plot that keeps you enthralled 
until the last page. Best suited to 10-14 year old readers.  
 
Reviewed by Rob 
 

Blurb: 
 

Flossie Birdwhistle is the Turnkey at London's Highgate Cemetery. As Turnkey, Flossie must ensure all the 
souls in the cemetery stay at rest. This is a difficult job at the best of times for a twelve-year-old ghost, but it is 
World War II and each night enemy bombers hammer London. Even the dead are unsettled. When Flossie 
encounters the ghost of a German soldier carrying a mysterious object, she becomes suspicious. What is he 
up to? Before long, Flossie uncovers a sinister plot that could result in the destruction of not only her         
cemetery, but also her beloved country. Can Flossie stop him before it is too late? 

March 2017 
Primary Fiction 



Erratically Epic! 
By Adam Wallace & illustrated by James Hart 
Publisher: Krueger Wallace Press 
ISBN 9780994469366 
$12.00 

Lamont Review: 
 
Our favourite good guy Jackson Payne is back and this time he wants to be in the school play! 
 
With all the best intentions in the world, will Jackson help make the play a success or will he ruin 
it for everyone? 
 
Thoroughly entertaining, with his laugh-out-loud clumsiness, Jackson will inspire you to never 
give up and always do your best, even when things don’t go quite according to plan... 
 
Perfect for readers in Year 3 and up. 
 
Reviewed by Michelle 
 

Blurb: 
 

Jackson Payne is auditioning for the school play so he can be an acting star. The problem is, instead 
of being a star, he's a meteorite, crashing into everything he passes! But when disaster strikes on 
opening night, it's up to Jackson to step in and save the day... without actually stepping ON anyone!  
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