
The Grand, Genius Summer of Henry Hoobler 
By Lisa Shanahan 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781760293017 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Henry Hoobler is a worrier. He wants to stay hidden beside his bed until his family leaves on their summer 
holidays. He doesn't want to think about sleeping in a tent on the ground or bugs, spiders, snakes, stingers, 
storms or sharks! 
 

But most of all, he doesn’t want to learn how to ride his new silver bike in front of all his family and friends. 
Until he meets Cassie  -  she has a way of making Henry feel that anything is possible, if only he will give it a 
try.  
 

This is a beautifully written and thoroughly enjoyable book that will suit middle to upper primary readers.  
 

The characters are so easily recognisable, especially Henry’s family and his new friend Cassie. If you love    
Glenda Millard’s Kingdom of Silk series then you will love this story. 
 

This is a book full of friendship, holidays, learning new things, coping with worry, and most of all, love and 
support from your family. A great story for anyone who has struggled to deal with their worries. I loved it, and   
highly recommend it. 
 
Reviewed by Michelle 

Blurb: 
 
It struck Henry that perhaps he was waiting for the exact right moment to be daring and brave. The exact 
right moment where he felt no worry at all, not one tiny flicker. But what if that moment never came? 
Henry Hoobler is a reluctant adventurer worried about his summer holiday: camping at the beach, bugs, 
spiders, snakes, stingers, blue ringed octopi and sharks. Worst of all, his family and friends are pushing him 
to ride his new silver bike without training wheels. But when Henry meets Cassie, he discovers that        
courage is there to be found when you have a friend who is straight up and true... 
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The Secret of the Black Bushranger 
By Jackie French 
Publisher: Harper Collins 
ISBN 9780732299453 

$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

The Secret of the Black Bushranger is the latest story of Barney Bean in early Australia, this time    
following his time living with Mr Johnson, a preacher in Australia’s early settlement.  
 
Together Barney and Mr Johnson help John Black Caesar escape punishment, before he goes on the 
run to eventually become known as Australia’s first Black Bushranger. 
 
John was a slave, sold from a leading family in Madagascar in exchange for much needed guns. He 
was taken by the Dutch, who lost him in a battle with the English, who decide to transport him to     
Botany Bay. He was a huge man, who never killed anybody and survived a horrific 150 lashes for 
theft.  He later escaped and 5 gallons of rum was offered as a reward to anyone who could bring him 
in, dead or alive! 
 
This story depicts the harshness of life during these early years of the history of Australian white 
settlement. It is an enthralling read that would make a great group read and discussion starter for     
middle to senior primary students. 
 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

 

Blurb: 
 

The third in a series that explores our secret history. By the 1790’s orphaned Barney Bean finally 
has his own farm in the early NSW colony. All his dreams are coming true! But now we are to learn 
of Barney's biggest secret yet: how he helped Australia's first bushranger escape. Was Black Caesar 
a wronged man, an ex-slave who vowed to be free? Or was he a laughing villain, a trickster who 
planned to terrorise the colony? And in helping him, did Barney do right or wrong?  
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History Mysteries  -  Diamond Jack 
Mark Greenwood 
Publisher: Puffin/Penguin 
ISBN 9780143309260   
$12.99 

Lamont Review:  
 
This is a fabulous new  history based ‘series-with-a-twist’ by Mark Greenwood. All titles leave the 
reader with things to discover and mysteries to solve, and will make for great class discussion and 
debate. 
 
Diamond Jack is set during World War II and follows the story of Jack Palmer, who spent his life 
travelling up and down the Kimberley Coast, looking for any opportunity that came his way. 
 
When the war started to be played out right on Australia’s doorstep, Diamond Jack found himself 
in the middle of it, when he happened to come across the plane that had been shot down, with 
very precious diamonds on board! 
 
But what really happened to those diamonds? This is the mystery that you are left to solve... 
 
A fabulous and intriguing Australian historical mystery that will leave you wanting to read the rest 
of the series. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 

Blurb: 
 

In March 1942, an aircraft prepares for a desperate midnight escape, taking refugees to safety in 
Australia. Just before take-off, the pilot is entrusted with a mysterious, wax-sealed package. But 
when the plane is shot down by the enemy and crash lands on the Kimberley coast, the package is 
forgotten. Until someone stumbles across the find of lifetime . . .  
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History Mysteries  — The Lost Explorer 
By Mark Greenwood 
Publisher: Puffin/Penguin 
ISBN 9780143309277  
$12.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

This is a fabulous new  history based ‘series-with-a-twist’ by Mark Greenwood. All titles leave the 
reader with things to discover and mysteries to solve, and will make for great class discussion 
and debate.   
 

This one follows the mysterious disappearance of explorer Ludwig Leichhardt. 
 

Set during a time of great exploration in Australia, Ludwig was determined to travel to               
investigate the vast land that remained unexplored. These were extremely dangerous               
adventures, with many losing their life in this pursuit. But just how far across the continent did 
Ludwig get? 
 

The biggest clue, a gun plate inscribed with Ludwig’s name, was found in 1900 by two gold      
prospectors, Jackie and Charlie, with Charlie taking a very keen interest in the story. His             
fascination  with Ludwig’s disappearance is passed onto his young friend Reggie, to whom he also            
entrusted his treasured find. With some help from professionals in this field, could Reggie really 
solve this mystery? Or can you put the clues together about the disappearance of Ludwig     
Leichhardt? 
 

A fabulous and intriguing Australian historical mystery that will leave you wanting to read the 
rest of the series. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 

Blurb: 
 

In 1848 the famous explorer Ludwig Leichhardt sets out on an epic journey. His aim is to cross     
Australia from east to west, but he never reaches his destination and no one from his expedition is 
ever seen again. Countless search parties set out to look for the expedition but no trace is ever 
found. Until a young boy is given an artefact with an incredible story . . .  
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Ball Stars  -  The Bench Warmers 
By David Lawrence 
Publisher: Random House 
ISBN 9780143781639  
$12.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
When Danny moves house, his life looks like it will be the same as before  -  endless hours of sitting on his 
computer playing games and reading comic books. But when his Dad suggests he should really get outside 
more, he discovers that basketball is pretty fun and that, surprisingly, he is a great shot! 
 
When he starts at his new school and meets the other new kid, Crystal, his school life looks up too. 
 
With the school basketball team tryouts about to happen, Danny and his new friends embark on a mission 
to win the Interschool Basketball Championship. But it won’t be easy... First they must deal with the pushy  
Principal, Miss Take and her unfair ‘bench’ practices, as well as put up with Greg “The Goat” McGriffin 
bragging about his skills. Will they have any chance at the Championship? 
 
This is a fabulous story about standing up for others, overcoming fears, making new friends and also      
realising that there is more to life than sitting in front of a computer screen! 
 
It is the first in new series that middle level readers will all enjoy. It has both humour and lessons to be 
learned. 
 
Reviewed by Sam 
 

Blurb: 
 

A fun-filled junior fiction series written in partnership with Basketball Australia. Meet The Bench 
Warmers - Danny, Crystal, Angie, Omyr, Leanne and Cody. They're the new kids at Robdale Primary 
School and according to basketball hot shot Greg 'The Goat' McGriffin, don't have a chance of     
winning a lunchtime game. That might be true, but when the gang are picked as part of the mixed 
school squad, of which Greg is captain, the tables look set to turn. However it's not all swishes and 
alley-oops as the school's principal takes over coaching of the team, despite not knowing anything 
about basketball! Now, not only do The Bench Warmers have to listen to Greg telling them how 
good he is, they have to train themselves. Can they shake off their name in the interschool          
competition, or will it just be another reminder of where the newbies really belong? 
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Sporty Kids  -  Little Athletics 
By Felice Arena & Illustrated by Tom Jellett 
Publisher: Puffin/Penguin 
ISBN 9780143783183  
$9.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
For Lucy, Little Athletics has always come easy. As has winning. She is the only one out of her 
friends Emma, Stefan and Joe who ever took Little Athletics seriously. The others were all there 
just to have fun, but not Lucy. 
 
But how will she react when she finds herself getting beaten by the new girl, Charlotte? Even 
though Lucy’s Dad is so proud of her for doing 3 PB’s in one day, this doesn’t seem to matter to 
Lucy. She still got second, not first… Will Lucy learn to love Little Athletics? 
 
This is a delightful story about accepting that we can’t always win, even when we do our best. It 
highlights that trying your best and having fun really are the most important things. And you  
never know, you might even make a new friend along the way! 
 
Perfect for junior readers, who may even like to have a go at shot-put and follow Charlotte’s tip 
at the back of the book! 
 
Reviewed by Sam 
 

Blurb: 
 

Lucy willed herself to run faster. But the girl was sprinting ahead of her! This can't be happening, 
she thought. Lucy loves being a champion at Little Athletics. But what if she can't win first place?  
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