
Dragonfly Song 
By Wendy Orr 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781760290023 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

The firstborn daughter of a priestess is abandoned as a baby because she is not perfect. She 
grows up with the slaves and is called No-Name, cursed as bad luck. When she is 12 she finds 
out her name is Aissa and the only way to escape her cruel life is to be sent away as a bull 
dancer. But no bull dancer has ever returned. Does she have the strength to beat the bull? 
 

A wonderful mythical adventure set in Bronze Age Crete where the gods rule every aspect of 
life and sacrifices must be made. While the main character is a young girl, this book will     
appeal to all as it is an enthralling and epic battle for survival.  
 

There are many different characters who help Aissa along the way, but it is Luki the male bull 
dancer whose story becomes entwined with hers through most of the story. 
 

I thoroughly enjoyed this book and your students who like a historical setting with lots of   
action and a battle for survival will enjoy it too. It will suit readers in Year 5 & 6. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
 

Teacher notes for this title are available at www.allenandunwin.com 
 

Blurb: 
 

There are two ways of looking at Aissa's story. She's the miracle girl who escaped the raiders. Or 
she's the cursed child who called the Bull King's ship to the island...The firstborn daughter of a 
priestess is cast out as a baby, and after raiders kill her adopted family, she is abandoned at the 
gates of the Great Hall, anonymous and mute. Called No-Name, the cursed child, she is raised a 
slave, and not until she is twelve does she learn her name is Aissa: the dragonfly… Now every year 
the Bull King takes a tribute from the island: two thirteen-year-old children to brave the bloody bull 
dances in his royal court. None have ever returned - but for Aissa it is the only escape… Aissa is    
resilient, resourceful, and fast - but to survive the bull ring, she will have to learn the mystery of her 
true nature… A riveting, mythic Bronze Age adventure from award-winning author Wendy Orr. 
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Daughter of Nomads Book 1: The Tales of Jahani 
By Roseanne Hawke 
Publisher: University of Queensland Press 
ISBN 9780702253935 
$16.95 

Lamont Review: 
 
Set in 1662 in the Mughal Empire, Jahani lives a simple life with her mother and her best 
friend Sameela in the village of Sherwan. 
 
When the girls are attacked, Jahani discovers her life is not as simple as it seems. She flees 
the city with the mysterious protector called Azhar. But can Azhar be trusted? 
 
More secrets unfold as they travel North and Jahani begins to wonder who she really is and 
what the strange dreams she is having really mean. Will she ever find her true fate? 
 
This is a beautifully told story with adventure and intrigue at every turn. Roseanne Hawke’s 
books are always hard to put down and this is no exception. 
 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
 

Blurb: 
 

First moon of summer, 1662: On the edge of the Mughal Empire, fourteen-year-old Jahani lives with 
her mother in the village of Sherwan. Surrounded by the majestic snow-topped mountains, her life 
is happy but simple; Jahani enjoys spending time with her best friend Sameela who is about to be 
married. So why is Jahani plagued by dreams of fire and a child who has lost her mother? And why 
does she feel like she doesn't belong? 
 

After Jahani and Sameela are attacked in the bazaar, Jahani discovers all is not as it seems. Before 
long, Jahani is fleeing on a warhorse with the mysterious protector Azhar. Surrounded by deceit and 
danger, Jahani does not know who to trust as Azhar leads her higher north over treacherous terrain 
towards the fabled Qurraqoram Mountains. But when they reach their destination, will Jahani find 
out the truth and be in control of her own destiny? 
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The Adventures of Alfie Onion 
By Vivian French & Illustrated by Marta Kissi 
Publisher: Walker Books 
ISBN 9781406363104 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Aggie Lumpett had always loved fairy tales and truly believed in them, especially the one 
about marrying a prince and living happily ever after. She soon realises how unlikely this is so 
she changes her fairy tale dream to the one about the Seventh Son of a Seventh Son being a 
hero, and marries Garf Onion, who is a seventh son.  
 

Many years later when their own seventh son, Magnifico, arrives she knows he is destined to 
be a hero and marry a princess so they can all live in glorious luxury. So when she has an 
eighth son, Alfie, she is far too busy looking after her hero Magnifico to worry about him. 
Poor Alfie lives in the barn and is looked after by his oldest brother, Yurt.  
 

When the time comes for the spoilt and selfish Magnifico to head out on his adventure to 
become a hero, Alfie has to go with him to carry his supplies. But Alfie does it all with style, 
grace and humility. The two brothers could not be more different, and you can’t help but 
hope Alfie succeeds in the end! 
 

Their ensuing magical adventure is full of ogres, trolls, talking animals and scheming magpies. 
But will there be a Princess and riches at the end? 
 

A fabulous read for middle level students. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 

Blurb: 
 

A stand-alone comic adventure for younger readers by sublime storyteller Vivian French, with 
pictures by a talented new illustrator and animator, Marta Kissi. 
 

Alfie Onion has just set off on a great adventure... but only to carry his brother's luggage. It's 
his elder brother, Magnifico Onion, who's destined to win their family a Happily Ever After. But 
when it turns out Magnifico isn't half the hero he's cracked up to be, it falls to Alfie to save the 
day - with a little help from his loyal dog, a talking horse and a couple of meddling magpies. 
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Charlie and the War Against the Grannies 
By Alan Brough 
Publisher: Pan Macmillan 
ISBN 9781743540121 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Charlie just wants to do a paper round, but no one will have him. Why? Because the     
grannies have taken over all the paper rounds and are making sure that they keep them all 
to themselves. 
 

So Charlie and his best friend Hils (short for Hilary, but don’t call her that) decide to         
investigate, only to find themselves at war with the grannies. And the grannies have some 
surprising tricks up their sleeves... 
 

This is a totally ridiculous, laugh out loud story that middle—upper primary students will 
absolutely love. It has lots of interesting characters and with some interesting tactics, like 
grannies using their false teeth as weapons and Charlie being shot with Rooster brand     
chilli sauce and thinking he was dead. Will the war ever end? 
 

A highly entertaining and funny read. 
  
Reviewed by Michelle 
 

Blurb: 
 

I didn't want Mrs Cyclopolos to explode. I just wanted a paper round. My name is Charlie Ian       
Duncan. I will be 12 on 2 February. I have written this history of my war with the grannies because I 
need everyone to know that I didn't mean for Mrs Cyclopolos to blow up. I just wanted a paper 
round. When I say 'my war with the grannies', I really mean the war I waged alongside my best 
friend Hils, my second-best-friend Rashid, Peter the Iraqi who isn't afraid of anything (well apart 
from one thing), Warren and his magical bike TwelveSpeed and those crazy people we met           
underground. The grannies started it when I asked them about a paper round and they sprayed me 
in the face with rooster brand chilli sauce and made me think that I was dead. Hils and I decided to 
go to war with them but then I discovered one of the grannies had a glass eye and I wasn't sure if it 
was okay to go to war against someone with a glass eye but then I discovered that the granny with 
the glass eye could pinch bricks in half, turn her snot-covered hankies into deadly throwing        
weapons and possessed a truly terrible device called the Gnashing Gnet. It's all true. Especially the 
bit about me not wanting anyone to blow up. 
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Ned's Circus of Marvels 
By Justin Fisher 
Publisher: Harper Collins 
ISBN 9780008124526 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Ned Waddlesworth is an unremarkable boy living an unremarkable life. He and his father – a           
specialist screw salesman for a company called Fidgit and Sons – have settled in the small                
unremarkable town of Grittlesby. While Ned chafes against his risk-averse father’s obsession with 
keeping him safe, he’s pleased that they’ve stayed in one place long enough for him to make actual 
friends.  
 

But everything comes crashing down when, on Ned’s 13th birthday, he and his father are  pursued 
from their home by a pair of truly terrifying clowns. Soon, Ned realises that he isn’t nearly as           
unremarkable as he imagined. Like his father before him, he is his generation’s Engineer; a person 
capable of remarkable feats of magic and tasked with keeping the world safe from the creatures that 
lurk beyond the Veil. But the barrier between this world and the next is deteriorating, and the only 
people who can rebuild it are The Engineer and The Medic, and The Medic from Ned’s generation is 
missing… 
 

Ned’s Circus of Marvels is a fast-paced adventure novel with a well-realised world informed by    
different cultural mythologies. Combining magic with technology and folklore, it’s a rollicking good 
read full of weird and wonderful characters (both good, and evil). The first in a new series, Ned’s   
Circus of Marvels is perfect for boys and girls 11+. 
 

Reviewed by Lian 

 
 

Blurb: 
 

From exciting debut author, Justin Fisher, comes this rip-roaring, page-turning new magical          
adventure. Ned Waddlesworth has always considered his world to be exceptionally ordinary. Until 
the day he discovers it ISN'T AT ALL. Because on Ned's thirteenth birthday he discovers that         
everything magical he's ever read about or imagined is REAL. And without him, the world will soon 
be engulfed in monstrous beasts and beings. So with the help of a robot mouse, a girl witch and a 
flying circus unlike any other, it's up to Ned to swoop in and save the day! Roll up, roll up, and     
prepare to be AMAZED by Ned and the marvellous, magical, monstrous flying circus! 
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Frankie Potts and The Sparkplug Mysteries 
By Juliet Jacka 
Publisher: Puffin/Penguin NZ 
ISBN 9780143309185 
$9.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
 

Frankie Potts is an inquisitive girl who loves mysteries and wants to be a detective. So when 
she finds a stray dog outside her favourite lolly shop, this is a perfect mystery for her to   
investigate. 
 

But the discovery of Sparkplug, as she names him, and the quest to find out who his real 
owner is only leads to more questions and more mysteries to solve. There are even        
mysteries within her own family— particularly around her Grandma M... 
 

This is a fun new series. Frankie is a great character and readers will love Frankie’s attitude 
to life.  This series will be most enjoyed by girls who love mysteries and like to think of 
themselves as detectives! 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
 

Blurb: 
 

Book 1 in Juliet Jacka's addictive new Frankie Potts series for readers aged 7 - 10. Meet Frankie 
Potts, the village of Tring's number one girl detective. She has flaming red hair, a questioning mind 
and an addiction to gobstoppers. And she is REALLY good at solving mysteries. When Frankie is 
adopted by a dog at the window of her favourite sweetshop, there's detecting to be done. The dog, 
Sparkplug, is adorable. Even Frankie's formidable Grandma M goes all soft and goopy in his        
presence. Sparkplug can ride a skateboard like a pro, high-five, dance on his hind legs and sniff out a 
mystery two houses away. He's the ideal dog for a detective. Sparkplug wants to stay with Frankie 
and Frankie would dearly love to keep him - but where is he from? There are other mysteries to 
solve, and they all seem to be linked: trails of ants; Grandma M's odd behaviour; her secret tattoo . . 
What? When and WHY did cardy-wearing Grandma get a tattoo? A circus has just arrived in the  
village - it seems a good place to start looking for clues. But first, Frankie will have to get Sparkplug 
past Tring Dog Control and her archenemy, Ralph Peter-McGee.  
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