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Blurb: 
 

Grover is a brave dog, but right now cold, wet, hungry and afraid. 
 

After escaping from his owner's yard in a thunderstorm, Grover is taken to a local animal 
shelter. The people there are kind, but Grover isn't sure he'll be allowed to stay. His owner 
doesn't seem to want him and Grover is scared . . . 
 

What will happen to Grover? Where will he go? 

Lamont Review: 
 

Poor Grover! When we first meet him he is hungry, cold, scared and tied up with a heavy chain 
outside in the rain. The Man with Big Boots is his owner and he doesn’t take good care of Grover 
at all. 
 

Grover is determined to get away and when he finally gets the chance, he makes a run for it. It 
isn't long before he is picked up by the Ranger. But what will happen to him now? Will he be taken 
back to the Man with Big Boots? 
 

The staff at the shelter show love and care for Grover and give him the type of attention he has 
never had before. Grover just hopes it will last! 
 

This is a wonderful new series that animal lovers will absolutely adore, and you can’t help but fall 
in love with the adorable Grover. 
 

Best suited to middle primary.  
 

Reviewed by Sam 
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How To Stop an Alien Invasion Using Shakespeare 
By Nick Falk and Tony Flowers 
Publisher: Random House 
ISBN 9780143780328 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

The story for every student that has ever had trouble writing a story! 
 

Sidney Bice is an eleven-year-old who is good at many things—especially drawing, maths 
and sport. Unfortunately, writing isn’t one of them. After his terrible writing caused his 
class to have a dismal result in the poetry competition, Sid is humiliated by his teacher 
and bullied by his classmates.  Sid is given an ultimatum - come up with a story for the 
Book Week competition or be fed to Mr Whiskers, Mr Pilchard’s guinea pig. Sid better 
come up with something good—and fast!  
 

Sid decides to enlist the help of his little sister Wendy and his evil-genius neighbour, the 
Mighty Professor Skeletron. They come up with an epic sci-fi Shakespeare story to save 
Sid from his terrible fate, only to create a much bigger problem—the story comes to life! 
Will they save the day? 
 

This is a crazy, fast-paced and action packed story about history and literature and, more 
importantly, about standing up for yourself, believing in your ability and realising that 
everyone has their own unique talents. 
 

Suitable for all middle primary readers, but boys in particular will enjoy this one! 
 

Reviewed by Sam. 

Blurb: 
 

Join three friends as they dodge bullies, do their homework and alter the entire course of   
history in the process! Mr Pilchard is furious. His class came last in the poetry contest, 
mostly because of Sid's terrible effort. He gives Sid an ultimatum  -  write the winning entry 
in the upcoming story competition . . . or be fed to the classroom guinea pig. Sid turns to his 
sister, Wendy, and his evil-genius neighbour, the Mighty Professor Skeletron, for help.    
Together, they consult a psychic cat who leads them to the perfect solution  -  give a   
Shakespeare story a sci-fi twist! But when their story comes to life and causes an alien    
invasion, they have to find a way to travel back in time and change the past. Will they save 
the world, or will life as we know it no longer exist? 

April 2016 
Primary Fiction 



Lamont Review: 
 

Poppy just loves horses and when she finds herself back at her Aunt Sophie and Uncle 
Mark’s stables for the holidays she is very excited, but also anxious about leaving her Mum 
home alone.  
 

When Poppy finds out that she now has her own pony at the stables, named Crystal, she 
can’t believe it. Her holiday takes a twist though when Katie and Milly arrive. They have been 
offered scholarships at the stables and Poppy must help look after them. Poppy isn't sure 
how she feels about all this. 
 

The three girls soon realise that their strong love of horses is a common bond and they 
quickly become friends. But will their friendship and their stay at Starlight Stables all come to 
an end when they go against the wishes of Sophie and Mark to try to investigate the theft of 
local horses? 
 

This is a delightful story that is not just about horses. It is about family, family support,    
dealing with life’s struggles, grief, responsibility, friendship and adventure. 
 

Middle to senior primary girls will thoroughly love this and will be looking forward to their 
next adventure. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
 

Blurb: 
 

Poppy is thrilled to be back doing the one thing she loves - riding horses at Starlight Stables -      
especially when her aunt and uncle surprise her with her very own horse. But there's a catch… 
Poppy must look after the new scholarship girls. And something strange is happening around the 
local farms - horses are going missing. Will the bold, funny and troublesome Milly and shy, pretty 
and sensible Katie be a help or hindrance to Poppy achieving her Pony Club dreams? And will     
Poppy and the girls be able to find the missing horses? A gripping and gratifying Australian horse 
series about friendship and adventure-loving horse-crazy girls. As their friendship blooms, so their 
adventures begin. 
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Starlight Stables: Pony Detectives 
By Soraya Nicholas 
Publisher: Puffin/Penguin 
ISBN: 9780143308614 
$12.99 
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Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
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Blurb: 
 

Sario lives with his family on a remote Torres Strait island, which he never wants to leave - 
but the winds of change are stirring. The year is 1898 and the pearl-shell trade is at its 
height. When his father is coerced to join a white trader on his pearling lugger, thirteen-
year-old Sario must go to work as a swimming diver to support the family. He can earn 
more as a pump diver, and is excited by the idea of walking on the sea floor, but the     
competition is fierce, and the only captain who will take him on runs the worst outfit in the 
fleet. With the constant danger of shark attack and the storm of the century approaching, 
can Sario provide for his family and realise his dream? 

Lamont Review: 
 

This book gives us a fabulous insight into Australian history around the turn of the 20th Century. 
 

The Pearl-shell Diver tells the story of thirteen-year-old Sario who lives on a remote Torres Strait 
island and joins the dangerous but exciting pearl-shell trade. 
 

Pearling is an important source of income in Sario’s community but the effects of deep diving, 
not to mention the threat of sharks, were often dangerous and harsh on the islander’s health. 
 

The divers also suffer cruel treatment from some English boat owners, and with an influx of Japa-
nese pearl divers, and an incoming White Australia policy, what will be their fate? 
 

Sario’s shows tenacity of spirit in his attempt to keep his family and village together in a peaceful 
existence.  However, the hardship that his community faces in a changing Australia is never far 
from the surface.  
 

An interesting and insightful read and a great discussion starter for upper primary classrooms. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 
 

 



Raymie Nightingale 
By Kate DiCamillo 
Publisher: Walker Books 
ISBN 9781406363135 
$19.99 
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Blurb: 
 

Raymie Clarke has come to realise that everything, absolutely everything, depends on her. And she 
has a plan. If Raymie can win the Little Miss Central Florida Tire competition, then her father - who 
has run away with a dental hygienist - will see Raymie's picture in the paper and (maybe) come 
home. To win, not only does Raymie have to do good deeds and learn how to twirl a baton, but she 
has to compete with the wispy, frequently fainting Louisiana Elefante with her show-business   
background and the fiery, stubborn Beverly Tapinski, who's determined to sabotage the contest. 
But as the competition approaches, loneliness, loss and unanswerable questions draw the three 
girls into an unlikely friendship - and challenge them to come to each other's rescue in unexpected 
ways. 

Lamont Review: 
 

This is the story of Raymie, Louisiana and Beverly, three girls thrown together at a baton-
twirling lesson. They all have their own problems at home and each has a different idea how 
to fix things. 
 

A great story of growing up, friendship and loyalty, as the three girls struggle to understand 
the world around them, the very different people they meet and how each one teaches 
them something along the way. 
 

A truly wonderful story from the always insightful Kate DiCamillo about how life is always 
changing but how friends and family will help you to grow and change with it. 
 

Perfect for girls in upper primary. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
 

A full teacher resource book that has been prepared by the publisher, Walker Books, is also 
included in your parcel for your use. 



Turning Pointes 
By Emma Freedman 
Publisher: Harper Collins 
ISBN 9781460751633 
$14.99 
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Blurb: 
 

April Franklin is 13 years of age and has just started high school. April has also been dancing half her 
life and while she loves ballet, she's not sure if classical is right for her, particularly since she doesn't 
have the perfect ballet body - and of course all of the mean girls at her ballet school do... There are, 
however, many ways to dance, and when April has the opportunity to explore them she leaps at 
the chance, even though she is very aware that her mother has high hopes for her as a classical 
dancer. New school, mean girls, stage mothers, big dreams... sometimes finding your feet can be 
hard. 

Lamont Review: 
 

Written by the popular young winner of Dancing With The Stars, Emma Freedman, comes a 
novel born of friendship and determination to achieve in the dance world. 
 

The story is based around our main character April and her two best friends as she starts out 
in high school and adapts to the changes this creates. But April is in for an even bigger     
challenge when her beloved Beaumont Classical Academy, where the girls have been dancing 
ballet since they were four years old, is forced to close.  
 

The school gets a last minute reprieve when the academy is moved to another dance venue, 
District Dance, where Mrs Beaumont can continue to teach ballet. District Dance is run by 
the alluring Gabriela Sebastino, and it is a much more modern dance school that really lets 
the dancers express themselves through modern dance.  
 

But can and should April leave all that she has known and loved behind and change to this 
new dance style? Or could she do both? 
 

A great story about accepting change and finding your own way in the world that will be 
loved by girls 10-14. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 


