
Freedom Ride 
By Sue Lawson 
Publisher: Walker Books 
ISBN 9781925126365 
$17.95 

Lamont Review: 
 

Based on the true events of the Freedom Ride that occurred in the 1960’s by activists for Aboriginal 
rights, many students will find the attitudes in this book confronting. 
 

Set in 1965 in rural NSW, this is Robbie’s story as he begins to understand the double standards in his   
society. Robbie lives with his Dad and his Nan, but when he starts work at the local caravan park with  
Barry Gregory and his Mum, he realises not everyone holds the same prejudices as his family. 
 

Faced with more moral dilemmas than a boy his age should ever face, Robbie must make a stand and 
choose what he really believes in. 
 

A highly readable, extremely thought provoking novel, this book shines a light on the racial tensions that 
existed in Australia in the 1960’s and some people’s attempts to put things right. 
 

A perfect book to cover many areas of the Australian Curriculum, this book would make for great        
classroom discussions.  
 

It will suit students in Year 8 and up. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
 
 

Blurb: 

There’s no hiding from prejudice. 
 

Robbie knows bad things happen in Walgaree. But it's nothing to do with him. That's just the way 
the Aborigines have always been treated. In the summer of 1965 racial tensions in the town are at 
boiling point, and something headed Walgaree's way will blow things apart. It's time for Robbie to 
take a stand. Nothing will ever be the same. 
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Risk 
By Fleur Ferris 
Publisher: Random House 
ISBN 9780857986474 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
As a Mum this is a truly terrifying novel, and should be eye-opening reading for every teenager who 
uses the internet.  Fleur Ferris’ story of online predators and how easy it is to be manipulated is one 
that will stay with you. 
 
Sierra and Taylor are just like any teenage girls, at least until Sierra decides to meet up with a guy she 
met online and then mysteriously disappears. Her friends Taylor, Riley, Joel and Callum, who all knew 
she was going but didn't say anything to Sierra’s mum, are left to put the pieces of their lives back   
together. 
 
Beautifully written, tragic and sad, but with a wonderful theme of learning to forgive yourself and not 
to worry about the little things in life, this book was incredibly hard to put down and will strike a chord 
with teenagers everywhere. 
 
It is probably best suited to Year 8 and up, and would make a wonderful addition to any school booklist 
as an English text, with many discussion points being raised.  
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
  

Blurb: 

Taylor and Sierra have been best friends for their whole lives. But Taylor's fed up. Why does Sierra 
always get what - and who - she wants? From kissing Taylor's crush to stealing the guy they both 
met online for herself, Sierra doesn't seem to notice when she hurts her friends. So when Sierra 
says Jacob Jones is the one and asks her friends to cover for her while she goes to meet him for the 
first time, Taylor rolls her eyes. But Sierra doesn't come back when she said she would. One day. 
Two days. Three . . . What if Taylor's worrying for nothing? What if Sierra's just being Sierra,        
forgetting about everyone else to spend time with her new guy? When Taylor finally tells Sierra's 
mum that her daughter is missing, Taylor and her friends are thrown into a dark world they never 
even knew existed. Can Taylor find Sierra's abductor in time? Or should she be looking for a killer?  
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Frankie & Joely 
By Nova Weetman 
Publisher: University of Queensland Press 
ISBN 9780702253638 
$19.95 

Lamont Review: 
 

Frankie and Joely are heading off to the country for a week to stay with Joely’s cousins. They are both      
excited to be getting away as they both have difficult relationships with their mothers.  
 

Joely is insecure, especially about her freckles, and she worries how she looks next to the wild, beautiful, 
flawless Frankie, who all the boys seem to love.  Joely worries about the effect that having Frankie around 
her extended family will have. 
 

Although they are best friends, there is still an underlying nervousness about their friendship, and they 
don’t completely trust each other.  The bounds of their friendship are tested as they find themselves in a 
mess with the callous and self-centred Rory.  A mess that may not have happened if they had trusted each 
other. 
 

A story about honesty, relationships—both within a family and outside of it, belonging, and self-esteem.  
 

I found myself wavering from seeing the story from Frankie’s point of view and then from Joely’s, which to 
me highlights how our personalities can change depending on the situation we find ourselves in. It is best 
suited to girls 14 and up. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
 

Teacher notes are available for this title at the publisher’s website - www.uqp.uq.edu.au. 

Blurb: 

Frankie and Joely are best friends. They love each other like no one else can. But when a summer 
break in the country brings fresh distractions, simmering jealousies and festering secrets, can their 
friendship survive?  
 
It’s the holidays and, together, Frankie and Joely board a train and escape the city and their mums 
for a week of freedom. But when Joely introduces Frankie to her country cousins, Thommo and 
Mack, it soon becomes clear that something other than the heat is getting under their skin. As the 
temperature rises and the annual New Years’ Eve party looms closer, local boy Rory stirs things up 
even more and secrets start to blister. Suddenly the girls’ summer getaway is not panning out how 
either of them imagined. Will they still be ‘Frankie and Joely’ by the end of their holiday? 
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Empire of the Waves: Voyage of the Moon Child 
By Christopher Richardson 
Publisher: Puffin/Penguin 
ISBN 9780143307549 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
This is a rollicking fantasy adventure that has wonderful characters and an intricately woven plot. 
 

Anni Tidechild is an orphan being raised by Sister Ignatia in the floating city of Pel Narine.  
 

Anni’s world is constantly at war with the pirate clans, but when she meets Theodore the giant and Duck 
the son of a high ranking captain, everything they believed to be true is now being questioned. 
 

Can two small children, a giant, some wibbens (like dwarves) and swashbuckling pirates change the fate of 
their world? 
 

Highly entertaining, will be enjoyed by lower secondary students with a taste for fantasy.   
 

Empire of the Waves has me eagerly awaiting the next instalment of Anni and Duck’s adventures. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
  
 

Blurb: 

Pel Narine is on the edge of war, and Anni Tidechild's world is on the brink of change. Uncertain 
about her past and fearful of the future, Anni lives a life of evasion; avoiding both her guardian, 
Wavelord Filip Able, and the voice that calls to her from the sea. When she meets Duck Knifetooth, 
the new friends are catapulted into unforeseen danger: pirates, the last giant, a mysterious ship 
and ancient creatures of the deep. It was a message to the Tidechild from the Pool of Fire in the 
Deep. Just five words ... We are waiting for you. From an exciting new voice comes the first book in 
a thrilling series - an epic seafaring quest for truth and freedom.  
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Seed 
By Lisa Heathfield 
Publisher: Hardie Grant Egmont 
ISBN 9781405275385  
$19.95 

Blurb: 

Seed loves you. Seed will never let you go. Fifteen-year-old Pearl has lived her whole life protected within the 
small community at Seed, where they worship Nature and idolise their leader, Papa S. When some outsiders 
arrive, everything changes. Pearl experiences feelings that she never knew existed and begins to realise that 
there is darkness at the heart of Seed. A darkness from which she must escape, before it's too late. A chilling 
and heartbreaking coming-of-age story of life within a cult, Seed will take readers on a journey of gripping self
-discovery reminiscent of The Handmaid's Tale. 
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Lamont Review: 
 

Imagine being born in a cult where one of the women is your mother but you don’t know who and a man called 
Papa S makes all the rules and is revered by all. This is the situation in Seed. 
 

It is an idyllic lifestyle where Mother Nature, talking through Papa S, guides their small community. This is Pearl’s 
life, with no contact with the outside world. 
 

But life changes abruptly when a woman arrives with her two children, teenage Ellis and younger sister Sophie. 
Ellis brings many ideas that sound unbelievably stupid to Pearl - that men have walked in the moon; and the 
magic oil that the cult rub onto engines to counteract the pollution caused by those in the outside is really just a 
hoax.  
 

Could this be true or is Ellis not to be trusted? 
 

Pearl is coming of age which means she could be chosen to be a companion of Papa S. She was taught to believe 
that this was the ultimate honour, but she is beginning to have her doubts.  But Pearl has her friends, teenagers 
Jack and Kate, and she won’t leave the group unless they are by her side. Will they risk all that they know to start 
a new life on the outside? 
 

This is a great middle secondary novel challenging the reader to think for themselves and understand that they 
need not always accept what is presented to them. 
 

The characters are believable their situation is as well, although sometimes scary, it shows us to look beyond for 
the truth. 
 
Reviewed by Rob 
 

 



Ophelia: Queen of Denmark 
By Jackie French 
Publisher: Harper Collins 
ISBN 9780732298524 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Australian children’s laureate, Jackie French, has produced another readily accessible, modern         
adaptation of a work of Shakespeare, this time Hamlet. 
 
Ophelia, the daughter of the Lord Chancellor, is pre-ordained by the ghost of the murdered King 
Fortinbras to one day become the Queen of Denmark. She believed this would occur if she married 
Prince Hamlet. But when his father, King Hamlet, is poisoned and Prince Hamlet’s uncle Claudius    
marries the Prince’s mother and takes the throne, where will this place Prince Hamlet? 
 
Much has changed and is still changing in their kingdom. Prince Fortinbras, the son of a King murdered 
before King Hamlet took the throne, is lurking over the border. Will he seek to reclaim the throne? 
 
Ophelia must bide her time if she is ever to fulfil her destiny. This story, as with all of Shakespeare’s 
plays, is filled with love, murder, ghosts and intricate plots and sub-plots and is an accessible and     
engaging introduction for those new to the story. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

 

Blurb: 
 

She is the girl who will be queen: Ophelia, daughter of Denmark’s lord chancellor and loved by Prince 
Hamlet. But while Hamlet’s family stab, poison or haunt one another, Ophelia plans a sensible rule, 
one filled with justice and the making of delicious cheeses. Even if she has to pretend to be mad to 
make it happen, Ophelia will let nothing, not even howling ghosts, stand in her way. This is          
Shakespeare’s play, but with what might also have happened behind the scenes. And this story has a 
happy ending.  
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The Sacred Lies of Minnow Bly 
By Stephanie Oakes 
Publisher: Harper Collins 
ISBN 9781460750780 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Minnow’s story moves seamlessly between the present, in a juvenile detention centre, and the past of 
a life within a reclusive cult, and slowly unravels the details of Minnow’s existence leading up to the 
burning of the cult’s buildings and death/murder of their leader, The Prophet Kevin. 
 
We experience the naivety of blind faith and the horror of extremist groups, including the fear and  
torture that can be used to control another human being. 
 
Minnow is a marvellous character whose strength shines through the entire story and you can really 
feel her pain through the writing. She innately knows right versus wrong and bravely follows her path. 
 
I found this totally absorbing, albeit quite horrifying, and I am sure that Minnow is a character that will 
be loved by many girls 15+. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

 
 

Blurb: 
 

The Kevinian cult has taken everything from seventeen-year-old Minnow: twelve years of her life, her 
family, and her ability to trust. And when Minnow rebelled, they took away her hands, too. Now the 
Kevinian Prophet has been murdered and the camp set aflame and it's clear Minnow knows        
something. But she's not talking. As she adjusts to a life behind bars in juvenile detention,  Minnow 
struggles to make sense of all she has been taught to believe, particularly as she dwells on the events 
that led up to her incarceration. But when an FBI detective approaches her about making a deal,   
Minnow sees she can have the freedom she always dreamed of; if she is willing to part with the      
terrible secrets of her past. Powerful and compelling, this remarkable and brave debut novel reveals 
the terrible dangers of blind faith. And the importance of having faith in yourself.  
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Way Down Dark: Australia Book 1 
By J.P Smythe 
Publisher: Hachette 
ISBN 9781444796322 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Set on a large space ship city ‘The Australia’ that left Earth hundreds of years earlier, seventeen year 
old Chan is trying to stay out of the way and unnoticed in order to keep herself safe after her mother’s 
recent death. People fear Chan, as they did her mother, who they thought to be a witch.  
 

But life on board is turning chaotic with different groups trying to gain control. The Lows are beginning 
to capture and kill many of Chan’s friends and she must decide if she should answer this violence with 
her own. 
 

When Chan discovers that many long held beliefs may be wrong, particularly whether The Earth      
actually exploded, and that there may even be the chance to return, her world changes. She begins by 
saving innocent children and families and prepares for their return journey to earth. 
 

But a safe return is by no means certain and if successful, what will this ‘Earth’ actually be like? 
 

This is an action packed, violent and engrossing read that is also thought provoking, with questions of 
beliefs, the cost of survival and community spirit. 
 

Part of a new dystopian trilogy, it is sure to impress fans of the Hunger Games and Divergent series. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

Blurb: 
 

There's one truth on Australia. You fight or you die. Usually both. Imagine a nightmare from which there is no 
escape. This is a hell where no one can hide. This is a ship of death, of murderers and cults and gangs. This is 
Australia. Seventeen-year-old Chan's ancestors left a dying Earth hundreds of years ago, in search of a new 
home. They never found one. The only life that Chan's ever known is one of violence, of fighting. Of trying to 
survive. But there might be a way to escape. In order to find it, Chan must head way down into the darkness - a 
place of buried secrets, long-forgotten lies, and the abandoned bodies of the dead. Seventeen-year-old Chan, 
fiercely independent and self-sufficient, keeps her head down and lives quietly, careful not to draw attention to 
herself amidst the violence and disorder. Until the day she makes an extraordinary discovery - a way to return 
the Australia to Earth. But doing so would bring her to the attention of the fanatics and the murderers who   
control life aboard the ship, putting her and everyone she loves in terrible danger. And a safe return to Earth is 
by no means certain. 
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The IT Girl 
By Katy Birchall 
Publisher: Hardie Grant Egmont 
ISBN 9781405278171  
$16.95 

Lamont Review: 
 

Reminiscent of Geek Girl, this new series in the new genre ‘Clean Teen’ suggests that not everyone 
wants to be famous. 
 

Anna’s Mum and Dad were young journalists when she was conceived and her parents were then, and 
still are, good friends.  
 

She lives with her Dad and dog and has two friends and is fairly insecure. But when her Dad starts    
dating the world famous, twice Oscar-winning actress Helena Montaine, her life changes. Helena’s 
daughter Marianne is a serious IT Girl, with paparazzi following her every move.  
 

But does Anna want any of this? How much will Anna change in order to be ‘cool’? Will her old friends 
still be good enough when  suddenly everyone wants to be her friend? 
 

This is a charming story with great characters that shows what it means to be a friend and how it is OK 
to just be you. 
 

A really easy, fun read, with lots of texting and note passing incorporated into the story. 
 

It is best suited to girls 12 and up. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

Blurb: 
 

Hilariously funny and deliciously romantic 'clean teen' fiction for teens.  
 

Everybody wants to be a famous It Girl. Don't they? Anna Huntley's aims in life:  
(1)  Must keep my two lovely new (and only) school friends by not doing anything in usual manner of socially 
 inept dork and outcast.  
(2)  Train Dog (my labrador) to high-five. This is probably the most ambitious life goal on this list.  
(3) Do not set the school's Deputy Queen Bee mean girl's hair on fire (again).  
(4)  Work out whether 2) and 3) constitute being socially inept or outcastish.  
(5) Go to Africa and give out rice.  
(6) To hide in a cupboard FOR LIFE with Dog now Dad is engaged to one of the most famous actresses EVER, 

the paparazzi want to splash my face all over the papers and everyone in school (and The World) is soon 
to discover the level of my social ineptitude.  

(7) Is rice a bit done now? Maybe I can give out chocolate in Africa too. I do like chocolate. Must work out 
how to do it from the cupboard...    

July 2015 
Secondary Fiction 



Stone Rider 
By David Hofmeyr 
Publisher: Penguin 
ISBN 9780141354439  
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

This is a stunning debut novel from David Hofmeyr.  
 

Set on Earth sometime in the future, Adam Shore wants a chance to change his life. The only way to do 
this is to ride and win the race on the Blackwater Trail on his motorbike.  
 

But he is not the only one who wants to win this brutal race  -  so does Sadie, the dangerous outsider 
Kane, and Sadie’s violent brother Levi. 
 

This is a full on action story that is quite brutal and confronting at times, but superbly written with 
wonderful characters that make this book really hard to put down.  
 

I highly recommend it to lovers of fast paced action novels in Year 9 and up. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle. 
 

 
 

Blurb: 
 

Adam Stone wants freedom and peace. He wants a chance to escape Blackwater, the         
dust-bowl desert town he grew up in. Most of all, he wants the beautiful Sadie Blood.     
Alongside Sadie and the dangerous outsider, Kane, Adam will ride the Blackwater Trail in a 
brutal race that will test them all, body and soul. The prize? A one-way ticket to Sky-Base and               
unimaginable luxury. And for a chance at this new life, Adam will risk everything . . . 
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