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Lamont Review: 
 

Jane Harrison is talented playwright now turned novelist.  Her play Stolen features on many school reading lists.  
Becoming Kirrali Lewis is her first novel, and has been published as a result of winning the nationwide black&write! 
Indigenous Writing Fellowship, aimed at training, mentoring and promoting indigenous writers. After reading      
Becoming Kirrali Lewis, it is obviously a worthy winner and I commend both the State Library of Queensland and 
Magabala Books for supporting the prize that resulted in the publication of this brilliant title. I hope that this novel is 
the first of many for Jane! 
 

The story encapsulates the feelings of two different times as it moves between the 1960’s and 1980’s, showing a 
maturing nation grappling with racism against its own Aboriginal people. 
 

It ties together the giving away of unwanted children in the 1960’s, when Kirrali’s white mother becomes pregnant 
to her Aboriginal father, with Aboriginal activism in the 1980’s.  Kirrali is adopted by a white family in a country town 
where she leads a fairly ordinary life. 
 

The story is mostly based in the eighties when Kirrali becomes a law student in Melbourne and she is thrust into a 
political world where people are striving for equal rights. It is incorrectly presumed that she is doing law to join this 
movement. But certain events lead her onto a path that makes her want to discover her biological parents. But all is 
not what she expects... 
 

Her mother is a white woman who volunteers at the Koori Advancement Centre and eventually she discovers that 
her father is a legendary leading Aboriginal activist. 
 

Telling you any more would spoil the story but I can tell you that I loved it. The characters, even the minor ones,  
fitted into the story brilliantly, while the main characters were real and engaging. 
 

Reading this illuminates the battle faced by early activists in an intriguing and evolving time in Australia’s history. Or 
read it just for fun, because it is really good! It is best suited to those 14+. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

 
 
 
 

 

Blurb: 

Through a pair of ornate wrought-iron gates was one of the oldest universities in the country. Our paths had just        
intersected. It was 1985 and I, little black duck, was about to embark on a law degree. Set within the explosive cultural 
shifts of the 1960s and 1980s, Becoming Kirrali Lewis chronicles the journey of a young Aboriginal teenager as she leaves 
her home town in rural Victoria to take on a law degree in Melbourne in 1985. Adopted at birth by a white family, Kirrali 
doesn’t question her cultural roots until a series of life-changing events force her to face up to her true identify. Her   
decision to search for her biological parents sparks off a political awakening that no-one sees coming, least of all Kirrali 
herself as she discovers her mother is white and her father is a radical black activist. Narrative flashbacks to the 1960s, 
where Kirrali’s biological mother, Cherie, is rebelling against her parents strict conservatism sees her fall into a            
clandestine relationship with an Aboriginal man. Unmarried and pregnant, Cherie’s traumatic story of an unforgiving     
Australian society give meaning to Kirrali’s own rites of passage nearly twenty years later. The generational threads of 
human experience are the very things that will complete her. If only she can let go. 
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Pieces of Sky 
By Trinity Doyle 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781760112486 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

How can you face water when your brother died in the surf? This is the dilemma for sixteen year old, 
state backstroke champion Lucy. 
 

Her friendships change. 
Her family changes. 
Her life has changed.  
 

But can she find hope in her isolated country town? 
 

This is a terrific debut novel by an exciting young Australian author, Trinity Doyle. It tackles issues of 
grief, love and family relationships with great insight and also demonstrates the sometimes dire      
consequences of engaging in risky behaviour.  
 

You will be drawn into Lucy’s life and will enjoy the experience. 
 

Best suited to readers 14+. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 

Lucy's life was going as smoothly as any teenager's could. She was the state backstroke champion, 
and swimming obsessed. She lived with her parents and her brother, Cam, in the small coastal town 
she'd known all her life. She had friends, she had goals - she had a life. Now Cam is dead, her      
parents might as well be - and Lucy can't bear to get back in the pool. All she has to look forward to 
now is a big pile of going-nowhere. Drawn to Steffi, the wild ex-best-friend who reminds her of her 
artist brother, and music-obsessed Evan, the new boy in town, Lucy starts asking questions. Why 
did Cam die? Was it an accident or suicide? But as Lucy hunts for answers she discovers much more 
than she expects. About Cam. About her family. About herself. A soaring, uplifting novel about love 
and loss from an exciting new voice. 
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I’ll Give You The Sun 
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$17.95 

Lamont Review: 
 

I’ll Give You The Sun is a very philosophical, poetic and beautifully written story. 
 

Jude and Noah are twins with very different personalities. Jude is outgoing, spiritual and fiery, whilst 
Noah is quiet and reserved and he spends all his time drawing. They are both extremely talented     
artists, but it is Noah who has the real passion for it and sees it as being his future. Their art tears them 
apart, but can it also bring them back together? 
 

The story is told from both of their perspectives, at different times in their lives ranging from when 
they are 13 to 16. An age when they are finding out who they are and developing their relationships, 
both within and outside their family. 
 

For Noah, it is an extremely turbulent time, as he struggles to deal with his feelings for the new    
neighbour, Brian. Jude has her own issues of identity, and when tragedy strikes the family, their      
feelings of loss, grief and guilt are overwhelming and all consuming and they both deal with this in  
different ways. 
 

This is an extremely powerful book, that I found difficult to put down. There are many passages that 
demonstrate some magnificent writing, and the intertwining of the characters is extremely well done. 
 

Dealing with themes of identity, belonging and homosexuality, it will be best appreciated by those 15+.   
It does also contain some swearing and teenage sex. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 

Blurb: 

From the critically acclaimed author of The Sky Is Everywhere, a radiant novel that will leave you 
laughing and crying - all at once. For fans of John Green, Gayle Forman and Lauren Oliver. 
Jude and her twin Noah were incredibly close - until a tragedy drove them apart, and now they are 
barely speaking. Then Jude meets a cocky, broken, beautiful boy as well as a captivating new    
mentor, both of whom may just need her as much as she needs them. What the twins don't realize 
is that each of them has only half the story and if they can just find their way back to one another, 
they have a chance to remake their world. 
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Hunter’s Moon 
By Sophie Masson 
Publisher: Random House 
ISBN 9780857986030 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Mirror, mirror on the wall. When debutante Bianca Dalmatin, heiress to the chain of Lady’s Fair              
department stores is named the fairest at the annual ball, her life is turned upside down. 
 
Her beautiful stepmother, Lady Belladonna, has always held this mantle and now that she has been       
toppled from her mantle by Bianca, what lengths will Lady Belladonna go to in order to maintain her     
status? 
 
With shades of Snow White and Sleeping Beauty, this modern fairytale is enchanting and will delight 
many.   A world of werewolves, magic and long held beliefs and traditions, make this all the more           
intriguing.  
 
It culminates with a classic fairytale ending.  
 
The target audience for this wonderful story is younger secondary girls. 
 
Reviewed by Rob 
  
 

Blurb: 

Bianca Dalmatin wants for nothing. As the heir to a department store empire and stepdaughter of the 
beautiful Lady Belladonna, the only thing Bianca longs for is a friend. It seems that her wish is granted 
at the Duke's Presentation Ball when she meets the handsome, mysterious Lucian Montresor. But after 
the Mirror newspaper names Bianca as Lepmest's new Fairest Lady, the true nature of her stepmother 
is revealed. Belladonna tells Bianca the shocking news that Bianca's father is dying - and, when Bianca 
races to be by his side, Belladonna sends her faithful servant to kill her. Who is friend and who is        
enemy? Plunged into a terrifying world that will turn her from a daughter of privilege to a hunted    
creature in fear of her life, Bianca must find allies if she is to survive - and if she is to expose Belladonna 
for who she really is. 
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Troll Mountain 
By Matthew Reilly 
Publisher: Macmillan  
ISBN 9781743537053 
$24.99 

Blurb: 

A young hero. Barbaric monsters. An impossible quest. In a remote valley, a tribe of humans is    
being killed off by a terrible disease. There is a rumour that the trolls of Troll Mountain have a cure 
for the illness: a miraculous elixir. When Raf's sister gets sick and his tribal leaders refuse to help 
him, he makes a courageous decision. He sets out on his own for Troll Mountain ... to steal the   
elixir. The journey to the mountain has begun ... 
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Lamont Review: 
 
This is a very different story than usual for Matthew Reilly. It is more fable than his usual action         
adventures, but it does still have wonderful action scenes as we follow our hero Raf into the        
stronghold of the Troll King to find a magic elixir to help his sister get well. Along the way he makes 
friends with Ko, a hermit, and Dum, a troll, whose life he saves. 
 
Together the three friends must find a way to help save Raf’s sister. Along the way they learn that 
brute strength is no match for intelligence, courage, honesty and friendship. 
 
I thoroughly enjoyed this book and it is very easy to read and fast-paced.  
 
While it has lots of adventure and action, like any good fable there is a moral to the story as well. 
 
Perfect for Year 7 and up. 
 
Reviewed by Michelle. 
 

 



Lullaby 
By Bernard Beckett  
Publisher: Text Publishing 
ISBN 9781922182753 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Identical twins, Rene and Theo, occasionally traded places for a day. 
 

It just so happened that they had traded places on this unfortunate day, where on a date with Emily 
(Rene’s girlfriend), Theo tried to retrieve a child’s kite and got electrocuted. His brain is fried, but body 
intact.  This leaves Theo is in medical facility that is trying to gain approval for brain implants. His     
situation provides an opportunity to take the first step and - to implant the memories from one brain 
into another. 
 

Identical twins provide the ideal situation, but think of the moral dilemma: two identical people    
thinking they are the same person and having identical memories  -  could life ever be normal? 
 

Should Rene allow Theo to die or should he try to save him? Who would he really be saving? 
 

Throw Emily’s feelings of betrayal and uncertainty into the mix, and who knows what Rene will choose. 
But choose he must and as there is not much time left that they can perform the operation and hope 
for success. 
 

What would you choose? 
 

Lullaby is a thought provoking, enthralling read. It is fairly short and is easy to read, but the content 
makes it most suitable for middle secondary readers. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

Teacher Notes are available from the publisher at www.textpublishing.com.au 

Blurb: 
 

I remember the machine by his bed. It made a sound like sighing. Numbers twitched, unable to settle. A jagged 
line sawed across the screen. At least it was something to look at. Something that wasn't him. They'd brushed 
his hair, as if he were already dead. A song came into my head, I   couldn't chase it away. 'Girlfriend in a Coma'. I 
pretended to smile, pretended to be brave. 'Twin brother in a coma,' I mouthed, 'I know it's serious.' He would 
have laughed. He would have been better than me at this.  
 

Rene's twin brother Theo lies unconscious in hospital after a freak accident left him with massively disrupted 
brain function. There is hope though. An experimental procedure - risky, scientifically exciting and ethically 
questionable - could allow him to gain a new life. But what life, and at what cost? Only Rene can give the       
required consent. And now he must face that difficult decision. But first there is the question of Rene's capacity 
to make that decision. And this is where the real story begins.  
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