
Footy Dreaming 
By Michael Hyde 
Publisher: Ford Street 
ISBN 9781925000993 
$17.95 

Lamont Review: 
 
Set in a country town where football has its own place and culture, two boys chase their dream of   
being drafted to the big league. 
 
Ben plays in a team where racism and sledging are accepted, and when they come up against Noah’s 
team which includes a number of Indigenous Australians (including Noah), tensions flare. 
 
Will Ben take a stand and potentially alienate himself and his Dad from the club that is steeped with 
his families history? 
 
This is a really good read with themes of reconciliation, sport, and above all friendship. 
 
It contains lots of footy, with just a touch of romance, and makes ideal reading for boys from Grade 5 
to Year 8 (middle years). 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
  
 

Blurb: 

Ben and Noah play on opposing teams in a footy-obsessed town. They each dream of playing on the 
G - and this is their make or break season. Tensions rise as sledging goes too far. Will Noah lose his 
cool, and his chance, in the face of prejudice? Will Ben reject racism and forge his own path? Noah 
and Ben have the potential to play in the AFL. It's up to each of them whether they make it. 
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One True Thing 
By Nicole Hayes 
Publisher: Random House 
ISBN 9780857986887 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Being a bit older and having been actively involved in elections, I could feel for the characters in this 
book.  
 

While politics won’t be all teenagers ideal setting, this book deals with so many more issues,             
particularly the consequences of peoples actions. 
 

Should we invade the lives of politicians families? Should truth be uppermost in journalism?  
 

But this story is also a whole lot more. Frankie, the Premiers daughter, is the leader of a band. She falls 
in love with budding photographer, Jake, but feels betrayed when photos of her Mum and a mystery 
man appear in the press after Jake took the shots. 
 

Her relationship with Kessie, her best friend is in danger after Kessie falls for fellow band member    
Tyler. 
 

Her family life is being torn apart following the revelations of a secret from her mothers past. 
 

Can Frankie find happiness through all this upheaval? 
 

I found this a thoroughly enjoyable, contemporary read that should be read by 15+ teenagers. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 

When is a secret not a secret? When your whole life is public. Frankie is used to being a politician's 
daughter, but with her mum now running for Premier, life's a whole lot crazier than usual. All 
Frankie wants is to lose herself in her music. So when her best friend, Kessie, invites a student 
journo to interview the band, Frankie is less than thrilled. But Jake's easy to talk to, and he seems to 
really like Frankie. That doesn't stop her from wondering if he's just after the ultimate scoop,      
especially when photos surface of Frankie's mum having a secret rendezvous with a younger man. 
With her family falling apart around her, Frankie is determined to find out the truth - even if it 
means losing Jake. 
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The Novice: The Summoner Book 1 
By Taran Matharu 
Publisher: Hodder/Hachette 
ISBN 9781444926644 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Fantasy and magic lovers are going to love this one!  
 

After being left at the gates of the city of Pelt as a new born baby, Fletcher was raised by a blacksmith who 
took him in.   
 

His life changes completely when he meets a soldier who leaves him with an old book. But this is not any 
ordinary book! From it Fletcher learns the art of summoning a demon—and this is exactly what he does.  
 

 

After being run out of Pelt by the powerful nobles, he find himself at an academy for those with this     
special summoning gift, to enhance their magical powers. The academy is now no longer just for the     
nobles. Commoners, elves and dwarfs are all now accepted there too, as the Hominum Empire’s war 
against the Orcs is intensifying.  
 

The mixture of students now at the Vocans Academy creates great tension and danger. Who can Fletcher 
trust? 
 

From the very beginning I loved Fletcher’s character. He has been up against things his whole life, as the 
powerful and privileged have bullied him and made his life difficult. He is the sort of person that you just 
want to succeed and you want to see win. 
 

The next instalment is bound to be eagerly awaited by fantasy lovers 14+. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 

Blurb: 

Fletcher was nothing more than a humble blacksmith's apprentice, when a chance encounter leads to the         
discovery that he has the ability to summon demons from another world. Chased from his village for a crime he 
did not commit, he must travel with his demon to the Vocans Academy, where the gifted are trained in the art of 
summoning. The Vocan Academy will put Fletcher through a gauntlet of gruelling lessons, training him as a  
battlemage to fight in the Hominum Empire's war against the savage orcs. Rubbing shoulders with the children of 
the most powerful nobles in the land, Fletcher must tread carefully. The power hungry Forsyth twins lurk in the 
shadows, plotting to further their family's interests. Then there is Sylva, an elf who will do anything she can to 
forge an alliance between her people and Hominum, even if it means betraying her friends. Othello is the first 
ever dwarf at the academy, and his people have long been oppressed by Hominum's rulers, which provokes     
tension amongst those he studies alongside. Fletcher will find himself caught in the middle of powerful forces, 
with nothing but his demon Ignatius to help him. As the pieces on the board manoeuvre for supremacy, Fletcher 
must decide where his loyalties lie. The fate of an empire is in his hands ... 
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A Single Stone 
By Meg McKinlay 
Publisher: Walker Books 
ISBN 9781925081701 
$16.95 

Blurb: 

Middle grade fiction with dystopian elements. Challenging and thought-provoking; affecting and 
beautifully crafted. 
 
Every girl dreams of being part of the line - the chosen seven who tunnel deep into the mountain to 
find the harvest. No work is more important. Jena is the leader of the line - strong, respected,      
reliable. And - as all girls must be - she is small; her years of training have seen to that. It is not    
always easy but it is the way of the things. And so a girl must wrap her limbs, lie still, deny herself a 
second bowl of stew. Or a first. But what happens when one tiny discovery makes Jena question 
everything she has ever known? What happens when moving a single stone changes everything? 

May 2015 
Secondary Fiction 

Lamont Review: 
 

Set in an impenetrable valley, surrounded by rock formed mountains, Jena is the leader of the girls 
who tunnel into the mountains crevices to harvest the magical mica that gives their village light and 
warmth through their freezing winters. 
 

Only girls who are wrapped to remain tiny can perform this task. Seven are sent to replicate the seven 
women who survived the cataclysm that sealed their valley and emerged from the mountain             
unscathed. 
 

The Mothers (women leaders) run the community but are their intentions open and honest or are they 
hiding things? What are the concoctions they keep locked in their storage facility? 
 

Jena starts to question their motives, but will she be able to uncover the truth and reveal to all that 
there is actually a whole world that exists outside their valley? 
 

This was an enlightening and thought provoking read that raises many questions and opens class     
discussions to which end Walker Books have provided three pages of classroom ideas, questions and 
activities. These will be available at www.classroom.walkerbooks.com.au. 
 

It is best suited for lower secondary students (Year 7 & 8). 
 

Reviewed by Rob 



Carousel 
By Brendan Ritchie 
Publisher: Fremantle Press 
ISBN 9781925162141 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Nox is a struggling arts graduate, Lizzy and Taylor are famous Canadian musicians and Rocky is your 
average guy who works at Target. What happens when the four of them get locked in a shopping     
centre in Perth with no one else and they can’t get out? 
 

A fascinating insight into the human heart and mind when faced with an eerie and strange situation. 
 

This novel explores all the ways they keep themselves sane as they struggle to understand their very 
strange existence. All four characters are intriguing in their own right, as well as the interactions they 
have between each other. 
 

The occasional swear word is used in context to the tension and circumstances they find themselves in. 
 

A very entertaining read that will best suit your Year 9 and up students. 
 

Teacher notes for this title are available from the publisher at www.fremantlepress.com.au. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle. 
 

Blurb: 
 

Nox is an arts graduate wondering what to do with his life. Taylor and Lizzy are famous indie        
musicians, and Rocky works the checkouts at Target. When they find themselves trapped in a giant 
shopping centre, they eat fast food, watch bad TV and wait for the mess to be sorted. But when 
days turn to weeks, a sense of menace grows. 
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My Family For The War 
By Anne C. Voorhoeve 
Publisher: Speak/Penguin Group USA 
ISBN 9780147511836 
$12.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Set in Germany and then England, this is a story of Ziska Mangold, known as Frances by her new 
family in England. When Hitler starts rounding up Jewish families, Ziska’s mother puts her in a 
kindertransport to England in the hope that they will meet there later. 
 

The Shepherd’s take in Frances to look after her for the duration of the war. The story follows their 
lives during the Blitz of London, the long years of hardship that followed, right through to the end of 
the war and after. 
 

I found this book incredibly hard to put down as the struggles of so many people is told through 
characters that are so easy to relate to. Frances has to grow up very quickly and she struggles with 
her feeling of guilt over her Mum as she bonds so closely with her foster family.  
 

It is a story of friendship, courage, hardship and determination, but mostly it is a story of identity 
and love. A wonderful new addition to the many books written about World War II. This one will  
become a classroom favourite. Perfect for Year 8 and up. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
 

Blurb: 

Escaping Nazi Germany on the kindertransport changes one girl's life forever. 
 
At the start of World War II, ten-year-old Franziska Mangold is torn from her family when she 
boards the kindertransport in Berlin, the train that secretly took nearly 10,000 children out of Nazi 
territory to safety in England. Taken in by strangers who soon become more like family than her 
real parents, Frances (as she is now known) courageously pieces together a new life for herself    
because she doesn't know when or if she'll see her true family again. Against the backdrop of      
war-torn London, Frances struggles with questions of identity, family, and love, and these            
experiences shape her into a dauntless, charming young woman. 
 
Originally published in Germany, Anne Voorhoeve's award-winning novel is filled with humour,  
danger, and romance. 
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Lamont Review: 
 

You’re The Kind of Girl I Write Songs About is a Sydney based novel following the lives of Tim, the 
musician and Mandy, the music lover. 
 

Tim is repeating Year 12 due to a large family problem which we begin to understand as his story 
progresses and is a musician songwriter who is getting a few gigs.  
 

Mandy is having a gap year, working in a café and regularly frequenting many concerts and pub 
band nights, uncovering all sorts of eclectic, new bands. 
 

Their paths cross when Tim is playing at a pub and they fall for each other without passing on     
contact details. When they finally meet again, they become inseparable. 
 

But could it be true love? They have to cross many personal hurdles first. 
 

A bit of swearing and sex, which is never detailed, make this a story best suited to your older music 
lovers, Year 9 and up. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 

Funny, sweet and beautifully depicted, You’re The Kind of Girl I Write Songs About is a startlingly 
fresh voice from a very talented new author. Tim is repeating the HSC, but he's more into music 
than studying. He is  juggling playing in a band with handing in assignments and the music is        
winning. Mandy is taking a year off before she starts uni. Her problem is she doesn't really know 
what she wants to study, so she's working (sort of) and even by her own admission spends too 
much time watching daytime TV and drinking tea with best friend Alice, with the tea being an     
excuse for talking - lots. Tim and Mandy meet at a gig. The attraction is immediate, but they are 
both so shy and self-conscious, but over time they slowly, awkwardly, move toward each, meeting 
by coincidence, each unsure as to how the other feels. Set in the cafes, pubs and dives of Sydney's   
Inner West You’re The Kind of Girl I Write Songs About is a ballad to that time of your life when you 
are trying to work out who you are, what it is you want and what will it take to get you there.  
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You’re The Kind of Girl I Write Songs About 
By Daniel Herborn 
Publisher: Harper Collins 
ISBN 9780732299507 
$17.99 



Lamont Review: 
 

When Adam meets Robyn at an obsessive compulsive disorder group, he falls instantly and totally in love. 
When the group take on superhero nicknames he, of course, must become Batman and she can remain 
Robyn. Without giving away too much of the story, I must tell you that it is a really hard to put down, page 
turner that will stay with you long after you read it. 
 

It shows us many and varied forms of OCD and how it plays out in peoples lives. There are many sad             
situations, but also many funny scenes in this poignant novel. 
 

Adams life is packed with OCD effected people  -  a hoarding mother and a step-brother who, at times, can 
only relate to Adam to help him with his compulsions. Still Adam comes through a particularly hard bout of 
suffering with an understanding of what he needs to do to help himself, and more especially, Robyn. 
 

A book with many similarities to A Fault In Our Stars, including a support group setting and love and loss   
elements, it is wonderfully written and engaging. It provides readers clear  insights into the disorder and will 
make readers more aware and forgiving of others. 
 

Many readers are effected by varying degrees of OCD tendencies and they will also gain a lot from reading 
this. 
 

Classroom ideas will be available from the publishers at classroom.walkerbooks.com.au as this is another 
book that lends itself beautifully to group reading and discussion for lower and middle secondary students. 
 

But beware  -  you may identify with some of the tendencies contained in this novel. I surely did! 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 

A beautiful, funny and heart-wrenching story of love, brokenness and the purest form of bravery: 
giving in and asking for help. 
 

When Adam meets Robyn at a support group for kids coping with obsessive compulsive disorder, 
he is drawn to her almost before he can take a breath. He's determined to protect and defend her, 
to play Batman to her Robyn, whatever the cost. But when you're fourteen and the everyday    
problems of dealing with divorced parents and step-siblings are supplemented by the challenges of 
OCD, it's hard to imagine yourself falling in love. 
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The Unlikely Hero of Room 13 B 
By Teresa Toten 
Publisher: Walker Books 
ISBN 9781406362992 
$16.95 


