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The Stone Lion 
By Margaret Wild & Illustrated by Ritva Voutila 
Publisher: Little Hare 
ISBN 9781921894855  
$24.95 

Teacher notes have been based on those prepared by the publishers, Hardie Grant Egmont. The 
full version is available at www.hardiegrant.com.au 
Themes: 
 Desire 
 Selfishness 
Discussion Points & Activities: 
The Stone Lion is a fantasy where stone statues can think, dream, feel, speak and even move. Margaret 
Wild has adopted the traditional, unhurried prose of fable-like stories, and uses Gothic elements such as 
statues, gargoyles, homeless waifs, ancient cavernous buildings, cruel winter weather and the dramatic 
action taking place at night. It has a circular plot: the story begins and ends with the lion on its pedestal, 
and the opening and closing dialogue are conversations between the lion and the gargoyle above the 
portico. But even though the beginning and end are the same, they are also different. Because this is a 
story about transformation, the lion at the end of the story is different from the lion at the beginning. 
 

 Why do you think Margaret Wild has chosen a stone statue for her main character in this story?  
 All stories are about emotional journeys. They lead a character from one emotional situation to 

another, such as from sadness at the start to happiness at the end. What is Sara’s emotional 
journey? What is the lion’s emotional journey? Which of these two emotional journeys is more 
interesting to you? What is the reason for your choice?  

 Some characters have no emotional journey (that is, their mood is more or less the same at the 
end as it is at the beginning). The gargoyle might be considered one of these characters. What 
other characters seem to have no emotional journey? What do you think is their role in the story?  

 Oscar Wilde wrote some stories that were similar to Margaret Wild’s The Stone Lion. The best-
known of these are The Happy Prince, The Selfish Giant and The 

 The illustrator has shown the story moving through a number of seasons. What are the seasons 
she portrays? How does the weather in each picture make you feel about that moment in the 
story? How does this help to make the story more dramatic? 

 

Sometimes statues are granted a chance to become warm, breathing creatures. The stone 
lion has only one dream - to run, pounce and leap in the park across from where he sits. But 
one snowy night, when a baby is abandoned at his paws, he is compelled to think          
differently. 

 Compassion  
 Transformation 
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A House for Donfinkle 
By Choechoe Brereton & Illustrated by Wayne Harris  
Publisher: Walker Books 
ISBN 9781921720536   
$24.95 

Themes: 
 Believing in yourself 
 Being influenced by others 
 Building & Architecture 
 

Discussion Points: 
 Donfinkle thought that his house was perfect. The others in the story thought that his 

house needed some changes. Do you think that the others thought their suggestions were 
helping Donfinkle?  

 Do you think that the others thought about what Donfinkle wanted or how he might feel 
when they were making their suggestions?  

 How do think Donfinkle felt about all the changes to his house?  
 Why do you think Donfinkle let the others take over? Why didn’t he just say ‘No’? 
 What do you think made Donfinkle stand up for himself?  
 As a class, think of some examples when you need to stand up for what you want and 

believe in yourself and your ideas. Do you do this often enough? 
 When Donfinkle stands up for himself the others feel ‘contrite’. Do you know what 

‘contrite’ means? Has there been a time when you have known that you did the wrong 
thing and felt contrite? 

 What did the others do to make it up to Donfinkle? Do you think it is important to make it 
up to someone if you have done the wrong thing? Think of some examples from your life. 

 How do the unusual names and look of the creatures add to the book? Would the story 
have a different feel if normal animals and names were used?  Explain. 

Activities: 
 Design and make your own unique, perfect house - just like Donfinkle did. Display all the 

houses in your classroom to build your own little town. 
 Draw your own looking strange looking creature and give it an unusual name.  

Up high in the grasslands where Wooble Beasts roam, Donfinkle Vonkrinkle is building his 
home. When up pop four creatures to babble and squawk, a troublesome taunt full of  
bothersome talk. 

 © Copyright Lamont Books Pty Ltd 2014.  These notes may be reproduced in schools for educational purposes only.   
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The Invisible Boy 
By Trudy Ludwig & Illustrated by Patrice Barton 
Publisher: Random House US 
ISBN 9781582464503  
$24.99 

Teacher notes have been adapted from those supplied at the back of the book. Further recommended reading is 
also listed there too. 
 

Themes: 

 Loneliness 

 Not fitting in 

 Being left out 
 

Discussion Points & Activities: 
When the bell rings for recess, Micah and J.T. take turns choosing kids for their kickball team. 

 How did Micah and J.T. choose players for their teams? Was it a fair way to select players? Why or why not? 

 Have you ever tried to join a group, game or activity and the other kids wouldn't let you? If yes, how did that 
make you feel? Have you ever intentionally done this to other kids? If yes, why? 

“I’m so glad you guys had fun!” says Madison. Everybody did except Brian. He wasn’t invited. 

 When Madison and her friends talked about her birthday party in front of Brian, do you think they were just 
being thoughtless or were they being mean to Brian on purpose? Explain. 

 Was there a better way for Madison to handle the situation when she and her friends started to talk about 
her party in front of those kids that weren't invited? 

 Have you ever found yourself in a similar situation as Brian, with kids talking about the fun things they’ve 
done with each other in front if you and you weren’t included or invited? If yes, how did that make you feel? 

He sits there wondering which is worse  -  being laughed at or feeling invisible. 

 How many examples in this story can you find that show Brian’s invisibility? 

 Which do you think is worse  -  being laughed at or feeling invisible? Explain. 

 What did Brian do to help Justin feel better after J.T. and the other kids made fun of the food he was eating?  
Maybe, just maybe, Brian’s not so invisible after all. 

 How many kids did it take in this story to help Brian begin to feel less invisible? 

 What specifically did Justin do to make Brian feel less invisible? 

 Are there kids in your class, grade or school who you see being treated as if they are invisible? If yes, what 
could you do to make them feel more valued and appreciated?  

 

Meet Brian, the invisible boy. Nobody ever seems to notice him or think to include him in their 
group, game, or birthday party . . . until, that is, a new kid comes to class. When Justin, the new boy, 
arrives, Brian is the first to make him feel welcome. And when Brian and Justin team up to work on 
a class project together, Brian finds a way to shine. From esteemed author and speaker Trudy     
Ludwig and acclaimed illustrator Patrice Barton, this gentle story shows how small acts of kindness 
can help children feel included and allow them to flourish. Any parent, teacher, or counsellor      
looking for material that sensitively addresses the needs of quieter children will find The Invisible 
Boy a valuable and important resource.  
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I Wish My Mum Was An Octopus 
By Shona Revie Keenan & Illustrated by Lee Burgemeestre 
Publisher: Ford Street 
ISBN 9781925000375 
$22.95 

Themes: 
 Mums 
 Family relationships 
 

Discussion Points: 
 Do you wish your Mum was an octopus? If so, why? 
 What would you have each of her tentacles doing? Are they similar to what the little boy 

wished for? 
 Does your Mum live a busy life? Think about everything that she does in a day. Do you 

think she wishes she was an octopus too? Explain. 
 Do you think that Mums sometimes have too much to do? 
 How can we all slow down a bit and just enjoy being together as families? Think of one 

practical thing that your family could do to allow you to all spend more time together. 
 If your Mum had a spare hour in her day, what do you think she would do with it? 
 Do you think the things that a Mum does has changed from generations past? Can you 

think of some examples? 
 This story is told from two perspectives - the little boy and his Mum. Read this story with 

your Mum and see how she reacts! 
 

Activities: 
 Write a letter to your Mum telling her why you love her so much and why you love 

spending time with her. 
 There’s something hiding on every octopus page. Can you find them all? 

Shona Keenan's son Lachlan at age four said exactly how she felt - there was not enough of 
her to go around. What amazed her was that he gave the tentacles to the phone, kitchen, 
laundry, work, siblings etc, first. And tentacle eight just wanted he and her to be together. 
This Book explains why we may not be with our children as much as we may wish, but also 
provides some humour into the extremely busy life of a mother. From one child to another. 
From one mother to another. 

© Copyright Lamont Books Pty Ltd 2014.  These notes may be reproduced in schools for educational purposes only.   

 Making time to be together 
 Busy lives 
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The Hairy-Nosed Wombats Find a New Home 
By Jackie French & Illustrated by Sue deGennaro 
Publisher: Harper Collins 
ISBN 9780732295486 
$24.99 

Themes: 
 Hairy-nosed Wombats 
 Endangered animals 
 

Discussion Points & Activities: 
 Had you ever heard of a Hairy-nosed Wombat before reading this story? Did you think that all 

wombats were the same? What makes this type of wombat unique? 
 The Hairy-nosed Wombats needed a new home. What did the new home need to have? 
 How do you think the wombats felt when they had to find a new home? Discuss. 
 Have you ever moved house? What things did your new home need to have? 
 Look closely at the illustrations in the book. What are the wombats wearing? To make the 

illustrations, the illustrator painted the wombats and then dressed them in paper clothes. 
Draw your own Hairy-nose Wombat, cut it out and dress it in some wonderful paper clothes. 

 

There is a large amount of information at the back of the book about Hairy-nosed Wombats.  You 
may wish to read through this before discussing the following: 
 The Hairy-nosed Wombats were endangered and on the verge of extinction. How does this 

happen? What were the main things that contributed to the wombats becoming endangered? 
 How can we ensure that other animals don’t suffer the same fate? What are practical things 

that we can do to protect our native wildlife?   
 Why is it important to save our endangered animals?  
 By 1930, it looked like Hairy-nose Wombats might be extinct, until a few wombats were found. 

What role do scientists and researchers play in protecting our wildlife? How do they know 
what creatures exist? How do they identify that ones are under threat of extinction? (The 
students might need to do some research of their own!) 

 

Once upon a time, deep underground, there was a colony of wonderfully whiskery wombats 
who all had hairy noses. They lived in the only home for Hairy-nosed Wombats in the world. 
Could there ever be another home for Hairy-noses? Created by wombat-loving and             
award-winning duo, author and Australian Children's Laureate Jackie French and illustrator Sue 
deGennaro, this is the (almost) true story of how finding a happy new home for Hairy-nosed 
Wombats helped one of the world's most endangered species to breed and thrive again. All  
author royalties are being donated towards wombat research and care. 

© Copyright Lamont Books Pty Ltd 2014.  These notes may be reproduced in schools for educational purposes only.   


