
The Sequin Star 
By Belinda Murrell 
Publisher: Random House 
ISBN 9780857982056   
$16.99 

Blurb: 
 

Everyone in the circus has a secret - Claire's is just more unusual than most . . . After her         
grandmother falls ill, Claire finds a sequin star among her treasures. Why does Claire's wealthy 
grandmother own such a cheap piece? The mystery deepens when the brooch hurtles Claire back 
in time to 1932. Claire finds herself stranded in the camp of Sterling Brothers Circus. She is        
allowed to stay - if she works hard. The Great Depression has made life difficult for everyone, but 
Claire makes friends with circus performers Rosina and Jem, and a boy called Kit who comes night 
after night to watch Rosina perform. When Kit is kidnapped, it's up to Claire, Rosina and Jem to 
save him. But Claire is starting to wonder who Kit and Rosina really are. One is escaping poverty 
and the other is escaping wealth - can the two find happiness together? 

Lamont Review: 
 
Belinda Murrell is truly wonderful at making history come alive. 
 
The Sequin Star is a fantastic story full of adventure, laughter and friendship. This time-slip 
novel is set in a circus during the Great Depression of 1932 when life was really challenging 
- a very different world to the one Claire was born into. 
 
A great introduction to historical fiction, and based in a time in Australian history that may 
be unfamiliar to young people, this novel will transport them back to 1932 and, hopefully, 
enliven their interest in history. 
 
A perfect novel for your higher level Grade 5 & 6 readers, particularly girls and those who 
have loved Belinda’s previous time-slip novels. 
 
Reviewed by Michelle 
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Billy Slater Presents: Try Time 
By Patrick Loughlin  
Publisher: Random House 
ISBN 9780857982469    
$12.99 
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Blurb: 
 

A junior fiction series for boys about a local boys' rugby league team who get special coaching and 
advice from star NRL player Billy Slater. Josh can play footy. He's fast and fleet-footed and a blur 
down the sideline. But every time he steps onto the field a stampede of elephant-sized butterflies 
invade his stomach and he fumbles the ball. Having his footy-mad grandad screaming from the 
sidelines doesn't help. To top it off, he blows an easy try and loses his team the opening game of 
the season. Josh starts thinking about giving up football forever. That is, until NRL legend and Josh's 
hero, Billy Slater, turns up at training one day. Can Billy help Josh overcome his nerves and hang 
onto the ball long enough to score? 

Lamont Review: 
 
Imagine playing in your first season of your most loved sport and your idol appears to help you and 
your team.  
 
This is what happens to Josh when Billy Slater arrives as his coaches friend to help his Rugby 
League team, the Under 11 West Hill Ravens. 
 
So when Josh gets so nervous that he can’t even catch the ball, Billy suggests just the thing to help 
him overcome his fears. But this is much more than just a Rugby League book. It also highlights the 
important message of being part of a team, enjoying the game and just going out and giving your 
sport a try. 
 
Any primary school student will enjoy this high action story and we look forward to Billy’s series 
highlighting other players in the team as the series continues. 
 

Reviewed by Rob. 



Blurb: 
 

Follow Maxx, Rexx and the Stone Valley Saints through a tough (and hilarious) season of 
soccer mayhem. 
 

"Don’t worry, Rexxy," I said. "The Giants just THINK they’re smart. I bet they’re even    
dumber than us!" "IMPOSSIBLE!" said Rexxy. Eight teams. Three weeks. One winner! That's 
the Soccer Knockout competition. And the Saints want to be that winner. But before they 
even reach the second round, they must beat a team of total geniuses! 

Lamont Review: 

Maxx, Rexxy and The Saints are certainly up against it in this soccer match against The 

Crawlies. 

How can they beat the smartest team in the Knockout competition? 

It doesn't look promising, especially when The Crawlies have a pelican to help them, but 

The Saints don’t give up! And maybe Rexxy is smarter than they think... 

A great new instalment in the Maxx Rumble series that your emerging readers are sure to 

love. 

Reviewed by Sam 

Maxx Rumble: Soccer Knockout 
By Michael Wagner & Illustrated by Terry Denton 
Publisher: Walker Books 
ISBN 9781922244802  
$9.95 
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Frank Davies and the Amazing Frog Catapult 
By Rohan Clifford 
Publisher: Penguin Australia 
ISBN 9780143307532    
$14.99 

Blurb: 
 

One boy. One catapult. One thousand evil giant toads . . .  and luckily one huge, luminous, green 
frog on a mission. Frank Davies is in trouble again - at school with the principal and his arch       
enemy, Wobber Wiley, and at home with his mum and his step-dad. Just the usual stuff . . . until a 
terrible event changes everything, and then The Frog arrives. That's when things get massively 
weird and Frank's life spirals out of control . . . A rollicking and slightly disturbing adventure set in 
the badlands of suburbia, toxic swamps and Kakadu. 

Lamont Review:  
 
When twelve year old Frank Davies catapults his lunch box across the room and it hits the school 
bully on the way down, he faces the worst possible scenario - detention and impending revenge. 
 
But when Frank’s grandfather dies and Frank discovers his mysterious diary, he uncovers secrets     
involving an extremely large frog and a group of life threatening supertoads in the Northern      
Territory. 
 
Can Frank and his huge frog save the day? 
 
A funny new junior novel that has us cheering for our unlikely hero. Best suited to those around 
10 years. 
 
Reviewed by Rob. 
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The Treasure of Dead Man’s Cove: You Choose Book 1  
By George Ivanoff 
Publisher: Random House 
ISBN 9780857983831  
$14.99 

Blurb:  
 

YOU CHOOSE . . . Wealth beyond your wildest dreams or deadly pirate's curse! You find an 
old map while holidaying in a secluded seaside town. It is said to have belonged to the 
fiercest pirate of them all - One-Eyed William, who was buried with his treasure. Could it 
be real, or is it someone's idea of a joke? You set off to follow the map to find out . . . Will 
you uncover the treasure of Dead Man's Cove, or will you be destined for doom? 

Lamont Review:  
 
It is wonderful to see a great new adventure series aimed at your middle grade students. 
And the best part—the entire story is in their hands! 
 
This not only allows them to see the consequences of their decisions, but it allows them 
to go back and change the ending! There are numerous scenarios and this will have them 
going back again and again, creating numerous stories. 
 
Boys in particular, will thoroughly enjoy this new series, and will be eager to read the rest. 
 
Reviewed by Sam 
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Blurb: 
 

This collection of rhythmic, rhyming poetry by Stephen Whiteside is coupled with lovely black and 
white papercut illustrations by newcomer Lauren Merrick. 
 

With galloping rhythm and snappy rhyme, Stephen Whiteside’s read-aloud poems portray the    
Australian outdoors, sporting life and animals, as well as the domestic world of the average Aussie 
kid - with the odd dinosaur and Martian thrown in for good measure. Includes "The Sash", winner of 
the Golden Gumleaf (Children’s Poem of the Year), Australian Bush Laureate Awards, 2013. 
  

Lamont Review: 
 

We don’t usually have poetry books on Standing Order, but this is a great collection of    

Australian poems. 
 

Some had me laughing out loud and others, such as The Fire, remind us of the dangers we 

face each summer when bushfires flare up across the country. 
 

With something to appeal to everyone from dinosaurs to sport, your students Grade 4 and 

up will thoroughly enjoy this collection 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 

  

The Billy That Died With Its Boots on  
and Other Australian Verse  
By Stephen Whiteside & Illustrated by Lauren Merrick  
Publisher: Walker Books 
ISBN 9781922077431 
$19.95 
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Blurb: 
 

A new, laugh-out-loud novel from award-winning author Steven Herrick. 
  
Some things are too big for a boy to solve. 
  
Jesse is an eleven-year-old boy tackling many problems in life, especially fitting in to a new school. Luckily he 
meets Kate. She has curly black hair, braces and an infectious smile. She wants to ‘Save the Whales’ and needs 
Jesse’s help. But they haven’t counted on Hunter, the school bully, who appears to enjoy hurling insults at 
random. 
  
With Hunter’s catchphrase ‘Ha!’ echoing through the school, something or someone has to give. But will it be 
Jesse? Kate? Or is there more to Hunter than everyone thinks?  
  
An inspiring and funny story about the small gestures that can help to make the world a better place. 

Lamont Review: 

Steven Herrick has produced another inspiring story about the small things in life that can change the world 

both globally and locally. 
 

Our protagonist, Jesse, has moved to a small inclusive community school set on a nature reserve where all 

teachers are known by their first names, the buildings all have names and the staff elect a new principal from 

their ranks each term. 
 

Jesse tackles the normal problems of friendship and fitting in, but this is made worse by the constant ribbing 

he receives from the aggressive Hunter.  
 

Some chapters are told through Hunter’s eyes and we slowly gain a better understanding of why Hunter is the 

way he is and his aggression slowly dissolves through the story as he and Jesse gain a better understanding of 

each other. 
 

The story also touches on family and relationships at the local level, and religion and the environment at an 

international level. 
 

It is full of humour and is insightful enough to make it a wonderful group discussion novel for Grade 5 and 6     

students. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Bleakboy and Hunter Stand Out in the Rain 
By Steven Herrick 
Publisher: University of Queensland Press 
ISBN 9780702250163  
$14.95 
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