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Discussion Questions & Activities: 
• Looking at the front cover and the name of the book, is it obvious what the book is about? 
• Do you know what a Mopoke is? 
• There is information at the back of the book that explains that Mopoke is the Australian 

nickname for the Southern Boobook owl. In small groups, research some information 
about this type of owl. Include as many interesting facts as you can, including where they 
live, their habitat, their predators, and what they eat. Present your findings in a                
powerpoint presentation. 

• Have you ever seen an owl where you live? If so, do you know what type of owl it was? 
• Although this book has few words, is it clear to the reader what the author is doing in this 

story? How has humour been used in the story? Does the humour use both the words and 
the  pictures? Discuss. 

• Do you think the book would have a different feel to it if it had more words? Discuss the 
concept of ‘less is more’ both in books and in general life. 

• Were there any of the ‘pokes’ that you didn’t understand? Discuss as a class. 
• Is there one page in the story that was different to the others? If so, which one? Why do 

you think it was included? 
• Come up with a list of three of your own ‘pokes’. Try to make them as humorous and      

individual as you can. 
• Create a collage picture of your favourite ‘poke’ from your list. Take inspiration from the 

endpapers, and include feathers as one of your collage items. 

This is a Mopoke. Mopoke loves peace and quiet. He is about to find out that you 
can't always get what your want. Visually brilliant, and hysterically funny, Philip’s   
pictures tell a thousand words, with the support of some very sparse, but hilarious, 
text. This is a book destined to become a classic.  
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