
October 2017 
Secondary Fiction 

Untidy Towns 
By Kate O’Donnell 
Publisher: University of Queensland Press 
ISBN 9780702259821  SCIS:  1827663 
$19.95 

SECONDARY 
BOOK OF THE 

MONTH 

Blurb: 
 

Seventeen-year-old Adelaide is sick of being expected to succeed on other people’s terms. She 
knows she just has to stick it out at school for one more year and then she’ll be free. Instead, she 
runs away from her fancy boarding school back to her sleepy hometown to read and dream. 
 
But there are no free rides. When Addie’s grandad gets her a job at the local historical society, she 
soon finds out that it’s dusty and dull, just like her new life. Things change when she starts hanging 
out with Jarrod, a boy who seems full of possibilities. But it turns out he’s as stuck as she is. And 
Addie realises that when you want something in life, you’ve actually got to do something about it. 
 
A heartfelt story about love, friendship and finding your own way. 

Lamont Review: 
 
Adelaide’s life has been pretty structured so far. But when she suddenly decided to leave her 
boarding school and scholarship behind and jump on a train headed for home, a little town in 
country Victoria called Emyvale, everything is about to change. 
 
This is a delightful story of history, friendship, family, a blossoming relationship, and change, set in 
that important final year of high school. 
 
We see a coming of age and understanding of life in a world that is both refreshing and hopeful. 
Many students will relate to Addie’s struggles, and those a bit younger may learn a few important 
realities of life whilst reading.  
 
Untidy Towns is a great read and a lovely story. It is an easy flowing novel, that will most appeal to 
teenage girls in middle to upper secondary. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

 



Lamont Review: 
 
Lo and Rita are sisters who live with their tight knit family in a circus.  
 
Every week they are on the move to a new town. Then Lo meets Dean in one of these towns, and 
she can’t stop thinking about him. But Dean is an outsider who will never fit in… 
 
When Lo finds out her Mum is having an affair, her perfect world is shattered. Who will she turn to 
and who will she trust? 
 
This is a remarkable story of love, hope, family, heartache and secrets. It is beautifully written and 
has a surprising twist. It will make you laugh, smile, and cry your eyes out as your heart breaks for 
Lo and Rita. It is also a story of seeing the beauty in the small, everyday things of life, never giving 
up, and realising that no matter how bleak or complicated life is, it is the life you must live as you 
only get one go at it! 
 
A must read for girls Year 9 and up. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 

Blurb:  

Rita and Lo, sisters and best friends, have spent their lives on the wing – flying through the air in 
their trapeze act, never staying in one place for long. Behind the greasepaint and the glitter, they 
know that the true magic is the family they travel with. Until Lo meets a boy. Suddenly, she wants 
nothing more than to stay still. And as secrets start to tear apart the close-knit circus community, 
how far will Lo go to keep her feet on the ground? Flight of a Starling is a heartbreaking read with 
an important message, perfect for fans of Jennifer Niven, Lisa Williamson, Sarah Crossan and Sara 
Barnard.  
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Lamont Review: 
 

Ten teenagers are drawn from disadvantaged circumstances around the world, on the promise 
that their families will be helped, and that the teenagers might make a potential fortune, by the 
super wealthy Babel Corporation. The catch is, they must travel through space to the planet of 
Eden, to mine an incredible substance, Nyxia. It can be controlled by the mind to transform into 
anything. They also have to compete against each other, as only eight of them will go to Eden. 
 

The competition is brutal and the rules keep changing. Our main character, Emmett, gets badly 
injured, falls in love, and is a wonderful character so you really want him to win. But things look 
dire, as it seems only he or his friend Bilal will make it  -  but not both of them! 
 

This is a great read in the ilk of Ender’s Game, with so many twists that it keeps you engrossed until 
the end. And then you are left waiting for the next book! 
 

A great science fiction novel that will best suit readers 14 and older. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 
 

Blurb:  

Emmett Atwater isn't just leaving Detroit; he's leaving Earth. Why Babel recruited him is a mystery, 
but the number of zeroes on his contract has him boarding their lightship and hoping to return to 
Earth with enough money to take care of his family, forever.  

As he and nine other teenagers wormhole their way through space, Emmett discovers that each 
recruit must earn the right to travel down to Eden. There, Babel will use them to mine a substance 
that's quietly become the most valuable in the world. For the chosen ten, every training session is 
measured, every point matters, and Emmett will do anything to win.  

But Babel's ship is full of secrets. And as Emmett uncovers the truth, he realizes he's not fighting for 
wealth or glory. He's fighting for his life.  
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Lamont Review: 
 

I began reading this thinking it was another fluffy, unbelievable love story, and although the   
premise sounds unbelievable, it really is so much more.  
 
Unrequited is the story of an ordinary girl whose musician father died in a car accident years ago 
and who has repressed her musical talents. She seeks first love as she is pursued by McDreamy, a 
gorgeous medical student, who she met briefly on a train when she was chaperoning her twelve 
year old twin sisters to the concert of the world's biggest boy band. Amazingly, she is not even  
listening to the concert when her eyes lock with their star lead singer, Angus, and he immediately 
wants to get to know her. So two amazing guys in one night. Unbelievable? 
 

Yes, I know its sounds completely unrealistic, but you get drawn along by Emma Grey’s writing and 
a story line that makes you want to keep turning the pages. In the end, I loved all of the charac-
ters, especially our leading lady Kat, who has so much spirit and determination coupled with just a 
little bit of self doubt. 
 

Unrequited is a fantastic, easy to read novel that many teenage girls will love.  
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb:  

Seventeen-year-old Kat Hartland loathes Unrequited, the world's biggest boy band. She's 100 per 
cent immune to 'perfect' singer Angus Marsden and his unfailingly predictable lyrics. Show her the 
anti-fan club ... she wants to be its president! Just give her a proper musician. Or maybe the            
seriously hot med student who rescued her on the train. Ideal formal partner, right? Ideal              
everything... But when Kat comes face to face with Angus Marsden himself, things start to get     
complicated. Throw in a deranged female singer, an enraged fandom, final exams, a part in a         
musical, and a mum who just doesn't get it.  
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Lamont Review: 
 

Sefia’s world is thrown into chaos when her father is murdered, and Sefia must flee her home with 
her Aunt Nin. Her only connection to her parents is a strange rectangular object, but there are 
some dangerous people chasing her for it. 
 

When her Aunt is abducted, Sefia is left alone with nothing but a desire to find the truth and punish 
the guilty. So begins a wonderful tale of adventure, mystery and friendship. You will love Sefia and 
Archer, the young boy she saves in the forest, and the rollicking crew of the Current of Faith who 
also befriend her. 
 

An amazing fantasy world will engulf your senses as you read this book and readers will be eagerly 
awaiting the next instalment. 
 

It suits all readers in Year 8 and up. I thoroughly enjoyed this book and am sure it will become a 
favourite in your library. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
 
 
 

Blurb: 
 

Sefia knows what it means to survive. After her father is brutally murdered, she flees into the        
wilderness with her aunt Nin, who teaches her to hunt, track, and steal. But when Nin is kidnapped, 
leaving Sefia completely alone, none of her survival skills can help her discover where Nin’s been 
taken, or if she’s even alive. The only clue to both her aunt’s disappearance and her father’s murder 
is the odd rectangular object her father left behind, an object she comes to realize is a book—a   
marvellous item unheard of in her otherwise illiterate society. With the help of this book, and the 
aid of a mysterious stranger with dark secrets of his own, Sefia sets out to rescue her aunt and find 
out what really happened the day her father was killed—and punish the people responsible.  
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Lamont Review: 
 

I loved the premise of this book, about a good girl, the daughter of a pastor, making a mistake and dealing 
with the consequences. 
 

When Kat succumbs to peer pressure to have a sip of alcohol at school, and is then forced by her supposed 
friends to take full responsibility, this is only the start of some life changing decisions.  
 

As a result of the alcohol incident, Kat is stuck in detention until the end of term. But there she meets the 
new boy, Adrian, aka The Boy in the Hoodie. But she soon discovers that his past is nothing like the horrible   
stories going around school about him. They become friends, and Kat risks the wrath of her parents to help 
him as their friendship develops. 
 

Without giving away too much, I must say it was great to read a story based around a thoroughly nice girl 
who makes a small mistake, and grows and learns from it. Kat is a wonderful character and her love and     
loyalty shine throughout the whole book.  
 

Too many books deal with the horrors of our world as experienced by teenagers, and while this books deals 
with a fair share of problems - in particular, Adrian had to face some huge issues - overall it was really a story 
about loyalty and friendship, and discovering your own values and acting on them. 
 

I highly recommend it for all high school students. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

Blurb:  

One girl. One boy. And a friendship that could save them both. Good-girl Kat knew drinking alcohol at school 
would have serious consequences. But to protect her friend from being expelled, Kat lands herself a term's 
worth of detentions. Inside the detention room, she meets a strange boy whom obsessively draws dark       
pictures and covers his head with a grey hoodie. Little does she know, the hoodie hides a dark past... An      
unlikely friendship forms between Kat and the boy in the hoodie. When she discovers a sinister truth he’s been 
hiding, she somehow feels compelled to help him—but at what cost? And how much is she willing to risk in 
order to keep him safe? The Boy in the Hoodie is a real, unforgettable story about how friendships can bring 
healing, fade scarring and open new wounds all at the same time.  
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