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Themes: 

• Refugees 

• Journey 

• Global warming 

• Uncertainty 
 

Discussion Questions & Activities: 

• Before reading Pea Pod Lullaby, ask students to consider the title and cover design. What sort of story do students expect 
this to be? Might it be a poem or a story, a fairy tale or something fairly true to life? 

• Why do you think the poem in the book is called a ‘lullaby’? What do you think of when you hear the word ‘lullaby’? How 
does this reflect on how you read and interpret Pea Pod Lullaby? 

• Pea Pod Lullaby opens with the words ‘I am the lullaby/you are the melody/sing me’. Why are these words positioned   
before even the title of the story when you open the book? How do they introduce the themes of the story and the pace of 
Glenda Millard’s poetry? 

• Consider Stephen Michael King’s use of colour and light in the first illustration of mother, child, baby and dog. What       
atmosphere do these techniques convey? What does it suggest about where the family are in this picture and how they are 
feeling?  

• What is the family fleeing from? How do the splashes of red in the illustration convey a sense of danger and urgency?  

• How does the yellow of the lantern stand out among the darker, duller tones of the illustrations? What might it symbolise? 

• Glenda’s poem is written in the first person (‘I am’) and sings to a ‘you’. Who might this ‘you’ be? Think about the different 
people that could be the “I” or the “you” in this poem.  

• What is the impact of having the polar bear floating on a refrigerator? Refrigerators are usually where food and drink are 
kept, but this refrigerator is empty and offers the bear and the family no sustenance.  

• How does the pace of the poem change again once the polar bear is settled on the boat, then again once the polar bear 
leaves the boat and the family approaches the end of their journey? Why do you think this is? 

• How do the tumbling leaves on the third-last spread signal that the boat is approaching land? 

• Look at the endpapers of Pea Pod Lullaby. Which illustrations from the book do these endpapers correspond to? Why might 
those illustrations in particular be significant? 

• Discuss climate change, particularly the role that our household emissions (such as those from appliances like refrigerators) 
have on climate change. How are animals such as polar bears affected by rising sea levels and the other effects of climate 
change?  

• Go through the book as a class, making note of the different families and communities that appear in the story, both human 
and non-human. What does Pea Pod Lullaby, particularly the final three pages of the book, say about family and             
community? 

I am the small green pea, you are the tender pod, hold me. 
 

Words sing over the pictures in this evocative story: a beautiful lullaby about what we can be for each other. 
 

A mother and baby, a boy and a dog run for their lives. A little boat carries them across the sea. A polar bear, too, has 
come adrift. When will they find land? Where will they find friends? Who will welcome them in? 
 

The Pea Pod Lullaby is an inspiring and timely story of courage, endurance, and hope... for a world in which we can reach 
out and embrace one another. 

• Love 

• Family 

• Safety  


